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Those Who Trust 
By Flora E. Breck 


ORD, take from us our fear of “fear”: 

We look to Thee—so strong and near; 
Oh, help our faltering faith to see 
That they are safe who trust in Thee! 


The Best Eye Lotion 


Tears of repentance help greatly to 
clear the spiritual vision. They are like 
the soothing eye lotion prescribed by the 
oculist after he has made the diagnosis 
and given treatment. True repentance 
must come from the heart, and only the 
Spirit of God can break the hard heart 
of an unbeliever or a Christian. But 
when this has been done, tears are a 
sign of the melting down process. They 
seem to have the faculty of causing our 
own sins to stand out with perfect clear- 
hess, but at the same time making the 
sins and failings of others grow dimmer. 
The tear ducts are God-given, to cleanse 
our eyes and allow the lids and eyes to 
Move quickly and smoothly. When they 
are obstructed it makes trouble. The 
dryness of the desert, where the fine 
Particles of alkali dust fly about in the 
wind, is much harder on the eyes than 
the seashore, where the atmosphere con- 
tains salty moisture. The trouble with 
many professing Christians today is that 


their hearts have become hard, and the 
“eyes” of their “understanding” (Eph. 
1:18) have been irritated and clouded by 
the dust of this world, so that they can- 
not see their own sins and have lost sight 
of the things of eternity. A writer 
quoted not long ago in the French cal- 
endar, Méditations Quotidiennes, said: 
“We shall never insist enough on Peter’s 
tears. Our age has forgotten how to 
weep, but reasons for tears are not lack- 
ing. Some harden themselves and meet 
events with a forehead of brass. And 
this is even more evident if it is a ques- 
tion of weeping over one’s own sins: 
exaggerated scrupulousness, too much 
sensitiveness, misguided piety —so they 
object who never weep, though they are 
conscious of their own sins. Where does 
this come from? Not so much from the 
fact that they misunderstand the seri- 
ousness of their faults as from underesti- 


“ 


mating the grief which they cause Jesus 
Christ. They never think of that. But 
it is a fact that our failures cause Jesus 
Christ unspeakable pain. But has He 
not given all for us?” Tears were very 
evident in the Wheaton College revival, 
and thousands of hearts in scores of 
other places are being melted in these 
days. Let us beware that we do not 
steel ourselves against the probing of 
the Holy Spirit and refuse to give way 
to tears of repentance simply through 
fear of what men may think or of mere 
emotionalism. Sometimes they are the 
very things needed to unlock cold, hard, 
and tight situations. There are times 
when we need to give heed to James’s 


word: “Be afflicted, and mourn, and 
weep: let your laughter be turned to 
mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 


Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and he shall lift you up” (4:9, 10). 


% 


IV. The Bases of Prayer 


This is the fourth of six editorials by Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League, condensed from a series entitled 


“The Academy of Prayer” 


their Maker and Builder, are holy 
and marvelous. For the sustenta- 
tion of our prayers is by omnipotent 
power, by the arm that holds creation 
up and brought redemption to us, and 
we can as safely trust Him with our 
prayers as we can with our souls. And 
the more we know what prayer’s bases 
are, the more we shall rejoice as we 
make use of this privilege. The Lord 
who founded the earth upon her bases 
founded also the bases for prayer. 
God has laid four bases for prayer: 
The first is in His eternal decree, 
which altereth not forever. The sec- 
ond, in His exceeding great and pre- 


"Ti foundations of prayer, like God 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now 
I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known” 
(1 Cor. 13:12). 




















given over radio station WMBI, Chicago. 


cious promises. The third, in eternal 

redemption provided for us in His Son. 

And the fourth, in the everlasting in- 

tercessions of Christ. 

These are prayer’s four foundations, 
and they are more safe, solid, and sure 
than the pillars of earth. Let us ex- 
amine them that we may be duly moved 
to bless God and to make use of the 
holy ordinance granted to us as one of 
the infinite spiritual blessings in Christ. 
I. Prayer Is Our Gop-DEcREED PRIVILEGE 

The privilege of access to God and the 
exercise of the ministry of intercession 
are the right of every believer. God 
wills it, and by an eternal decree has 
opened the door into His presence for 
every child of grace. And His will none 
can annul. We have thereby divine en- 
couragement to seek His face, and divine 
aid, too. 

Who can withstand His will? 
The purposes of grace, 
He surely will fulfill. 

Some misguided thinkers have raised 
numerous, and what they believe to be 
unanswerable, objections to the useful- 
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ness of prayer. They assume that God 
has vastly more important matters to 
attend to than those which might be 
presented to Him by mere man. But in 
holding this view they make the Bible 
contradict itself, for it declares that God 
has a present and personal interest in 
man as in all things He has made. 

Another objection advanced by doubt- 
ers is that, if God is unchangeable, our 
praying will not make any changes pos- 
sible. But this objection leaves out the 
fact that God’s will made a place in His 
plans for prayer. That He has put many 
blessings on the ask-and-receive basis 
His Word clearly declares. 

They object further that God’s fore- 
knowledge of eventualities makes it 
“evident” that “what will be has to be,” 
and so they conclude that prayer is 
wasted breath. But the objectors over- 
look the fact that God’s foreknowledge 
took into account not only what He 
Himself would do, but what man also 
would decide to do. It cannot be wrong 
to obey God’s command to pray. God’s 
foreknowledge took in prayer as well as 
all other things pertaining to human ex- 
perience and endeavor. He willed the 
means as well as the end. ~ 

Prayer is divinely decreed. God has 
willed it. He promises to hear the 
prayers of righteous people. His decree 
gives us solid ground for hope in God. 
Blessed is the man whom He chooses 
and causes to approach unto Him (Psa. 
65: 4). 

Paul mentions our being blessed with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ (Eph. 1:3), but he does 
not let it go at that; he bows the knees 
unto the Father praying that He would 
grant what has been decreed. And so 
must we do. On the basis of God’s de- 
cree we have the privilege of prayer. If 
we avail ourselves of it we honor Him; 
but if not, as far as we are concerned, 
we are guilty of the sin of slighting 
His proffered mercy. Nothing makes a 
Christian so happy and gives him more 
of the bliss of Heaven than prayer based 
upon the gracious decree of Almighty 
God. 

By this prayer-granting decree God 
has given Satan a token of holy re- 
venge. By means of prayer He chooses 
to thwart his malicious devices against 
His children. The weakest saint may 
triumph over all the power of the Devil 
by using God’s ordinance of prayer. 
What time they call upon Him the enemy 
gives back. They “cry unto God most high; 
unto God that performeth all things for 
me” (Psa, 57:2). 

Two illustrations of the solid comfort 
that comes to the soul that bases prayer 
on the ground of God’s decree are af- 
forded us in the Scriptures. The first 
is from the life of King David; and the 
second from the experience of the Son 
of God. 

First, we have David. He desired to 
build a house for God. He had found, 
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and God had honored His directed 
choice of the foundation for that holy 
habitation. But God had other plans 
for David. Instead of letting David 
build a house for Him, He sent word 
to him by His prophet Nathan that He 
would build a house for David. When 
David heard of God’s decree from God’s 
prophet, he immediately went into the 
Tabernacle of the Lord to pray; and his 
beautiful prayer is recorded in 2 Samuel 
7:18-29. David built his prayer within 
the will of God upon the Rock of a 
divine decree. And we must do thus to 
get our answers to prayer. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself pro- 
vides us with another striking illus- 
tration found in the Second Psalm, Upon 
the basis of God’s decree, the Son is in- 
vited to ask of the Father the heathen 
(or nations) for His inheritance. The 
Word reads: 

“Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession” (Psa, 2:8). 

Thus we see that the Son of God bases 
His request for the gift of the nations 
that are to be His upon a decree, made 
before worlds were made. He came to 
do the will cf God. And He would have 
us respect God’s decree laid down in 
the counsels of eternity. God has willed 
that the greatest of all His blessings 
shall be upon the ask-and-receive basis, 
and this fact lays upon us a heavy re- 
sponsibility to honor God who honors us, 
and minister before Him in prayer so 
that His blessings may be multiplied to 
His Church and to mankind. 

II. His GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES 

Now let us give attention to the sec- 
ond basal support of prayer. Laid upon 
the gigantic rock we call God’s decrees, 
we find another huge foundation stone 
bearing the inscription, “Exceeding great 
and precious promises.” Upon this solid 
base for prayer let us gaze with won- 
der, and for this stone of help let us 
bless the God of all grace. 


(Continued on page 312) 





Coming Next Week 


AST fall THe Sunpay ScHoor 
TIMEs conducted a prize con- 
test on six topics of vital interest 
to Sunday schools. The best arti- 
cle on each of these topics was 
chosen for a $25 prize. Next week, 
two of the prize articles will be 
featured in the Times. The first, 
“Avoiding or Overcoming That 
Summer Slump,” is by Mrs. Harold 
G. Strauss. The second, “How We 
Secured Our Sunday School Equip- 
ment,” is by Mrs. Keith T. Postle- 
thwaite. 
You will want to read and pre- 
serve these tested ways of work- 
ing. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


When Does Salvation Come? 


I read with much interest the 
of Charles E, Fuller, and there is om 
thing in his life I would like som 
light on. [S. S. Times, Feb. 25, 1959) 


He had worked and given his life 
to the Lord, and then came to the 
point of understanding that he needed 
regeneration, that had not as yet taken 
place. 

This is my question, for I know » 
many in the same position, and it has 
bothered me. Suppose that Mr. Fuller 
or anyone reaching that point, should 
die before the great transaction, woul 
they be lost? 

Many are faithful—they work for 
the Master (while I know that works 
do not save), but have accepted Christ 
and given themselves over to Him, } 
in the same way that Mr. Fuller 
done—up to that point, without the 
further experience. Lost or saved? 


I desire to have your answer, just as 
I have put it, 

Thank God, I know Him and have 
fellowship daily.— A Pennsylvania 
reader. 

The way in which the editorial review 
of the biography of Charles E. Fuller 
was constructed may have led to con- 
fusion in this reader’s mind. Dr. Fuller’ 
conversion was not mentioned until the 
fifth paragraph of the review (middle 
column, page 154, Feb. 25), and it ap 
pears now that it would have been bet- 
ter to mention it earlier in the article. 
In the preceding paragraph the review 
spoke of Dr. Fuller’s radio ministry, 
which is described in Dr. Smith’s chap- 
ter, “Girdling the Globe With the Gos- 
pel”; but then went on to say that “Mr. 
Fuller had been converted in 1917 in the 
Church of the Open Door in Los An- 
geles, through a sermon preached by 
Paul Rader on Ephesians 1:18, ‘The eyes 
of your understanding being enlightened; 
that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints’" 
In his chapter on Dr. Fuller’s conversion, 
Dr. Wilbur Smith, author of the biog- 
raphy, tells of the effect of Paul Rader's 
sermon on Dr, Fuller, and then says, 
“That hour he was saved” (p, 83). The 
biography makes it clear that until then 
Dr. Fuller had not been saved, and if 
the editorial review did not, it was the 
Editor’s fault. 

The Pennsylvania reader’s letter is not 
entirely clear, for, although it is given 
as written, one would have expected him 
to say, “Many are faithful — they work 
for the Master (while I know that works 
do not save), but have not accepted 
Christ and given themselves over 10 
Him,” etc. But the problem and the 
Scriptural facts are the same, whether 
they relate to Dr. Charles E. Fuller, 
great Gospel preacher, or to anyone els. 

All the light we have on the way # 
salvation and the new birth is what We 


(Continued on page 301) 
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ll. The Early Church and the Emperor Constantine 


How the Roman Church adopted pagan deities 





E leadership of the scattered 
groups of believers in the early 
church was centered in elders and 
feacons (1 Tim. 3:1-13). The elders were 
literally “older” men (presbyters). A 
niling elder was called a bishop from 
the Greek word meaning overseer, which 
explains the nature of his office. The 
Latin word for overseer was papa or 
pope, and for the first four centuries, 
these overseers, whether called bishop 
or pope, had merely local authority over 
their own congregations. 

The era of persecution terminated with 
the edict of Diocletian, which decreed 
that all church buildings should be de- 
molished, the Scriptures should be 
purned, all Christians holding public of- 
fice should be dismissed, and those who 
met for worship secretly should be 
killed. This was the tenth and last, and 
also the most severe of all the persecu- 
tions, and made the name of Diocletian 
dernally infamous. But Diocletian also 
made radical political changes, which 
were destined to influence the whole 
future course of Christianity. As a prac- 
tical expedient, Diocletian divided the 
empire into East and West, and over 
gach portion placed a chief ruler with 
the title of Augustus, and an assistant 
with the title of Caesar. After his re- 
tirement, A.D, 305, this division of power 
led to serious rivalries between the two 
thief rulers, Maxentius and Constantine, 
from which the latter emerged as victor: 
His biographer, Eusebius, says that while 
Constantine was marching against his 
fival, he saw in -the sky a fiery cross 
bearing the legend, “In hoc signo vinces” 
(In this sign conquer”). This dream 
s impressed Constantine that he placed 
the insignia of the cross on the banners 
tthis troops, and in the subsequent bat- 
tle with his rival at the Milvian bridge 
wer the Po, Constantine won a decisive 
Victory, and became the patron of Chris- 
tanity. This ended the era of persecu- 
tion, but introduced an element of cor- 
mption which was far more disastrous. 


The Effect of Political Patronage 
In becoming the patron of Christianity, 
Constantine was not moved solely by 
iiferstition, for he had long perceived 
iS growing power, and realized that 
Christianity would be a useful instru- 
Ment in unifying the state. As emperor 
léwas also pontifex maximus, or high 
of Roman paganism, and re- 
ttined this office throughout his lifetime, 
also posing as official patron of 
ity. Not until he was at the 
Mint of death did he consent to receive 
mn baptism. The effect of such 
ft patronage was to paganize 
ity. The whole Roman pan- 


This is the second article in a series 
by Dr. Slocum, in which he provides 
effective answers to many of the 
fallacious arguments of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Last week he ex- 
plained the true meaning of the 
word “charch” in the light of the 
Scriptures, and reviewed briefly the 
persecutions of the Christians in the 
first three centuries. The series will 
continue in next week’s issue of the 
Times. 








theon of greater and lesser deities was 
adopted entire into the Church by the 
simple device of baptizing them with 
Christian names. Thus the statue of 
Jupiter was rechristened Peter; Mercury 
became Paul; Juno became Mary, and so 
on. The entire pantheon dedicated to 
Jove and all the gods was reconsecrated 
by Boniface IV to the Virgin and all the 
saints. The Vestal virgins set the pat- 
tern for the sisterhood of nuns, while 
the religious orders of pagan Rome were 
revamped into the monastic orders of 
Christendom. Cardinal Newman says of 
this paganizing of Christianity: “Tem- 
ples, incense, lamps and candles, votive 
offerings, holy water, asylums, holy days 
and seasons, processions, blessings on the 
fields, sacerdotal vestments, the tonsure, 
the ring in marriage, turning to the east, 
images, and the Kyrie Eleison are all of 
pagan origin” (“Development of Chris- 
tian Doctrine,” p. 359). 

The pagan mythology of Greece and 
Rome comprised many gods and many 
mediators, in direct opposition to Chris- 
tianity, which is centeved in the abso- 


lute uniqueness of one God and one 


Mediator. The political mixture of 
paganism and Christianity corrupted the 
pure worship of the apostolic church by 
introducing the mediation of saints 
which the Roman Church itself had 
canonized. The pagan origin of the 
mediation ascribed to these saints is 
apparent from the fact that it is iden- 
tical with that ascribed by pagan Rome 
to its demigods. The writings of Plato, 
Hesiod, and Apuleius all confirm this 
similarity. The latter says of the pagan 
demigods: “They are the mediators be- 
tween the inhabitants of earth and the 
inhabitants of heaven, carrying thither 
our prayers and drawing down their 
blessings.” The decretals of the Church 
of Rome make a similar claim for the 
roll of saints, that “the saints reigning 
with Christ are to be honored and in- 
voked, and that they offer prayers to 
God for us.” Catholic divines them- 
selves admit that praying to the saints 
was unknown among the early Chris- 






By STEPHEN E. SLOCUM, Ph.D. 


tians, and was not introduced until Con- 
stantine established Christianity as a 
state religion. 

The sack of Rome, A.D. 410, by Alaric 
the Goth broke down the civil authority. 
In this emergency the bishop of Rome, 
Innocent I, assumed civic leadership, 
which greatly enhanced his local im- 
portance. A generation later, Rome was 
again threatened by Attila, the Hun, but 
an imperial embassy led by the bishop 
of Rome, Leo I, staved off the threac- 
ened destruction by payment of a ran- 
som. This opportune assumption of po- 
litical pewer by the bishops of Rome 
increased their prestige to such a de- 
gree that by the year A.D. 500 the title 
of pope was restricted to the bishop of 
Rome, thé Episcopus Episcoporum, or 
Bishop of Bishops. The final step in 
confirming the bishop of Rome as titular 
head of the Church of Rome was con- 
summated A.D. 590, when Gregory, sur- 
named the Great, was formally elected 
Pope, and thereby became the father of 
medieval papacy. 


The Rise of Papal Power 


From this time onward, the rise of 
the papal power was greatly helped by 
the decline of the Roman Empire. As 
the civil power waned, its authority was 
gradually usurped by the ecclesiastical 
power. The absolute nature of the papal 
system, however, did not appear imme- 
diately. Gregory I would not allow what 
he called “so wicked and blasphemous 
a title” as Oecumenical Patriarch to be 
applied to himself or anyone else. But 
in less than a decade Boniface III ac- 
cepted the title of Universal Bishop from 
the eastern. emperor Phocas with no 
apology whatever. But this claim to 
supremacy was not yet generally en- 
dorsed by churchmen, for Jerome said 
of this title, “When that which is tem- 
poral claims eternity, this is a name of 
blasphemy.” However, the idea of papal 
supremacy continued to grow, and within 
forty years Theodore I assumed the title 
of Sovereign Pontiff. He was the last 
bishop of Rome whom other bishops 
dared call “brother.” 

The exalted position that the bishop 
of Rome had now attained was incon- 
sistent with submission to any earthly 
sovereign. Therefore in A.D. 683 this 
temporal restriction was removed by a 
decree of the emperor Constantine Po- 
ganatus. Henceforth the Pope of Rome 
was superior to both ecclesiastical and 
temporal authority, and from this time 
forward until the final assertion o° papal 
infallibility in 1870, the career of the 
papacy was a continuous development of 
its claim to be regarded as Vicar of 
Christ; a blasphemous claim which 
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usurped the office and work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Church of Rome bases its entire 
claim to authority on a single verse of 
Scripture, taken out of its context and 
construed without regard to other Scrip- 
ture, namely, “Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I. will build my church” (Matt. 
16:18). However, the Greek original 
shows that the word “rock” did not refer 
to Peter, for the word translated “Peter” 
is the masculine form Petros, whereas 
the word translated “rock” is the neuter 
form petra, and therefore cannot refer 
to the man, but to his confession of faith 
in Christ. Although the Church of Rome 
holds tradition of equal authority with 
or greater authority than the Bible, its 
tradition certainly does not support its 
claim that the word “rock” means Peter. 
A Catholic book, Quaestio, has ex- 
amined the opinions of eighty-five of 
the early Church Fathers, and found that 
only seventeen applied the word “rock” 
to Peter, whereas sixty-eight rejected 
this interpretation. Of this number, 
eight held that rock means all the apos- 
tles; sixteen held that rock means the 
Lord Himself; and forty-four held that 
rock means the faith that Peter pro- 
fessed. Included in these sixty-eight 
theologians are Pope Leo I, Pope Gela- 
sius, Tertullian of Carthage, Origen of 
Alexandria, Cyprian of Carthage, Hilary 
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of Poitiers, Ambrose of Milan, Athana- 
sius, Chrysostom, Cyril of Alexandria, 
and Augustine of Hippo. Thus neither 
the Bible nor tradition supports the 
claim on which the Church of Rome 
bases its absolute authority over the 
souls of men. 

This claim of the Church to sole 
authority, which had been held from the 
eleventh century, was definitely formu- 
lated as an essential. dogma of belief in 
the papal bull, “Unum Sanctum,” issued 
by Pope Boniface VIII, November 18, 
1302. His argument was based on the 
works of St, Bernard, Hugh of St. Victor, 
St. Thomas Aquinas, and Pope Innocent 
III, and concerned the unity of the 
Church, the necessity of belonging to it 
for eternal salvation, and the supreme 
authority of the pope as successor of St. 
Peter. On these premises he issued his 
papal decree: 

“Now therefore we declare, say, de- 
termine and pronounce that for every 
human creature it is necessary for sal- 
vation to be subject to the authority of 
the Roman pontiff.” Ever-since this de- 
cree was issued, it has been an essential 
doctrine of the Church of Rome, as 
stated in the Catholic creed: 

“This is the true Catholic faith, out- 
side of which no one can be saved.” 

(To be continued) 


Ill. The Glories of the Resurrection 


The link between Christ's resurrection and His return 


IV. ConsuUMMATION 

HE resurrection and return of Christ 
are definitely and indissolubly linked 
together.. Paul’s great dissertation to the 
Corinthian church begins with the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ and 
closes with His return. In the middle of 
this magnificent discourse he declares, 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But 
every man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:22, 23). 
In the beginning of the historical ac- 
count of the apostolic Church, Luke 
speaks of Jesus showing “himself alive 
after his passion by many infallible 
proofs” (Acts 1:3), and immediately 
after His ascension the heavenly wit- 
nesses said, “Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:11). Their business was not to 
“gaze” but to “go” with the Gospel mes- 
sage to “the uttermost part of the earth” 
that. men might believe and be made 

ready for His return, 
The apostle challenges the saints at 
Philippi to live daily a life of constancy 


By DOUGLAS M. WHITE 


in the light of the fact that “our citi- 
zenship is in heaven; whence also we 
wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall fashion anew the body 
of our humiliation, that it may be con- 
formed to the body of his glory, accord- 
ing to the working whereby he is able 
even to subject all things unto himself” 
(Phil, 3:20, 21, R.V.). If this poor, sin- 
cursed body is finally going to be made 
into the likeness of His glorious body, 
at His return, then the very least that 
I can do now is to glorify God in this 
body. The Christ, whose likeness we 
shall bear through all eternity, longs to 
reflect that glory through these mortal 
bodies of ours, in the person of the Holy 
Spirit. 

A similar appeal is extended to the 
Colossian Christians. “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God. Set your affec- 
tion on things above, not on things on 
the earth. For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God. When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory” 
(Col; 3:1-4). If we are to be revealed 
in final glory with Him at His return, 
love of carnal things (though perhaps 
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not injurious-in themselves) is utterly 
inconsistent with our profession, to say 
nothing of our position. 

Because erroneous teaching was being 
introduced into the church at Thessa. 
lonica, Paul assures them that they need 
have no fears concerning those who have 
departed from this life. The bodies of al] 
those who are trusting in Christ shal] 
be raised and glorified, along with the 
Christians who are still living when 
Christ returns. “For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words” 
(1 Thess, 4:16-18). There is nothing that 
can comfort bereaved hearts and soothe 
the distracted minds of suffering human 
beings like the certainty of the final 
home-coming of the great family of God, 
when Christ shall come again. “Then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory” (1 Cor. 15:54). 

The Apostle John likewise exhorts us 
to a walk of fellowship with Christ. 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. And every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure” (1 John 3: 
2, 3). Though the full extent of the 
glory that is ours (as sons of God) is 
not yet revealed, just to know that we 
shall be like Him at His coming should 
be enough to make every man, in whose 
breast that hope in Christ is a living 
reality, purify himself in every thought, 
word, and deed. The prospect of enter- 
ing, at any moment, into the fullness of 
His perfection then, creates a longing to 
have His purity imparted to us now, as 
a result of our vital and permanent 
union with Him, 

In Romans eight, that rich chapter of 
victory, promise, and glory, the apostle 
says, “For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us. For the earnest ex- 
pectation of the creature [creation] 
waiteth for the manifestation [the un- 
veiling] of the sons of God. . . . For 
the creature [creation] itself also shall 
be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. . . , And not only they, 
but we ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of our body” (Rom, 8:18, 19, 21, 23). 

In this we see that the whole creation 
of God, which has been groaning under 
the curse of sin for centuries, longs for 
the day when the curse shall be forever 
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lifted — the day when the One who died 
for us and rose again will come to claim 
and to glorify those whom He has re- 
deemed with His own precious blood, 
and forever dispel the curse and blight 
of sin. It is by His resurrection from 
the dead that we have been delivered 
from the penalty of sin; are now em- 
powered to live victoriously and triumph 
over the power of sin; and shall be 
transformed and transported out of the 
very presence of sin, when He comes 
to take us into His presence forevermore. 
Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me; 
Buried, He carried my sins far away; 
Rising, He justified freely forever: 
One day He’s coming —O glorious day. 
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Is it any wonder that the closing words 
of divine revelation are vibrant with 
this hope? “He which testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I come quickly” 
(Rev. 22:20). Shall not we who have, 
by faith in Christ, discovered this great 
salvation, join the apostle in his closing 
prayer? “Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” 

One day the trumpet will sound for His 

coming, 
One day the skies with His glory will 
shine; 

Wonderful day, my beloved ones bringing; 

Glorious Saviour, this Jesus is mine! 


BASSETT, VA. 


VI. Jesus Christ in the Midst 


in the midst of the throne—the center of all government 


N THE previous five articles, we have 

thought of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
being “in the midst”— in the midst of 
the scholars, as the center of all true 
wisdom; in the midst of sinners, as the 
center and source of the atonement; in 
the midst of His disciples on Resurrec- 
tion Day, as the center of resurrection 
life and victory; in the midst of His 
own people, as the center of true fel- 
lowship and effective praying; in the 
midst of the seven candlesticks, as the 
center and head of the Church and 
church life. In this concluding article, 
we shall think of Jesus Christ in the 
midst of the throne, the center of all 
government. The Scripture reference 
for this theme, like that for the previous 
one, is found in the Book of the Revela- 
tion. In chapter 5 and verse 6, we find 
these words, “And I saw in the midst 
of the throne and of the four living 
ereatures, and in the midst of the elders, 
a Lamb standing, as though it had been 
slain, having seven horns, and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God, sent forth into all the earth.” 

On this occasion also, the Apostle John 
in a vision which was stretched before 
him saw a panorama of unparalleled 
splendor and glory that had as its center 
the throne of Almighty God. Ranged 
roind the throne were twenty-four 
lesser thrones, on which were seated 
elders arrayed in white robes and wear- 
ing golden crowns on their heads, rep- 
resenting the authority of the true 
Church. There were also four living 
creatures who were .continually paying 
homage and offering worship to Him 
that sat on the throne. All the heavenly 
hosts were waiting in anticipation for 
One to arise who possessed the authority 
to break the seals that enclosed a book, 
or parchment roll, that contained a reve- 
lation of the great events that are to 
mark the closing of the present age 
and will usher in a new era of world- 
wide peace and prosperity. 


By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


Suddenly, John saw in the midst of 
the throne, and in the very center of 
the heavenly host, a Lamb, standing, as 
it had been slain. This, of course, was 
none other than the risen and ascended 
Lord Jesus Christ. Concerning His ap- 
pearance three things are noticeable, 
each of which is of peculiar importance. 

First, He was a Lamb which had been 
slain. It was as the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sins of the world, that 
Jesus Christ was first introduced by His 
great herald, John the Baptist. He was 
the Lamb destined to be offered up as 
the great sacrifice once for all for sin- 
ners. He was the Lamb who must die, 
that those who were dead in their sins 
might be made alive, and when John 
saw Him in the Glory in this vision, 
His appearance was still as the Lamb, 
and the marks of His death were still 
visible upon Him. As has been said, 
“The nail prints on Christ’s hands and 
feet are our title deeds to Heaven,” for 
had He never borne that suffering and 
undergone that death, there would be 
no possibility for sinners ever to be 
reconciled to God and to be welcomed 
into His presence. 

It was in recognition of this tremen- 
dous fact that the four living creatures 
and the four-and-twenty elders burst 
into praise, singing, “Worthy art thou 
to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou wast slain and didst 
purchase unto God with thy blood men 
of every tribe, and tongue, and people 
and nation, and madest them to be unto 
our God a kingdom and priests; and they 
reign upon the earth,” and the strain 
was taken up by the countless host of 
angels gazing on that magnificent scene, 
for they sang, “Worthy is the Lamb that 
hath. been slain to receive the power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and might, and 
honor, and glory, and blessing.” 

The second thing that John noticed 
about the Lamb was that it had seven 
horns. A horn is always used in Scrip- 
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ture as a type of power and authority. 
Seven is the perfect number, so that 
seven horns indicate that the ascended 
and glorified Lord possesses all power 
and authority which extends throughout 
the universe. It is, therefore, in per- 
fect keeping with that fact that John 
heard the heavenly chorus again burst- 
ing into adoration and praise, in which 
joined “every created thing which is in 
the heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and on the sea, and all things 
that are in them, heard I saying, Unto 
him that sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, be the blessing, and the honor, 
and the glory, and the dominion, for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 5:13). 

The third feature recorded by John 
was that the Lamb had, in addition to 
the seven horns, “seven eyes, which are 
the seven Spirits of God, sent forth into 
all the earth.” Here again the number 
seven is mentioned twice, denoting per- 
fection. Seven eyes indicates perfect 
knowledge, or complete acquaintance 
with and understanding of all that is 
taking place throughout the vast do- 
minion over which God reigns. Then 
John explains that this omniscience or 
complete knowledge is received through 
the seven Spirits of God, sent forth into 
all the earth. The seven Spirits of God 
is another way of describing the Holy 
Spirit, who is ever present and is uni- 
versally present. He is therefore in 
touch with every phase of life and each 
detail as it concerns the lives and wel- 
fare of all who belong to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and as it concerns the carrying 
out or fulfillment of His eternal purposes 
of righteousness and of mercy. 

As the meaning of this matchless 
vision burst upon John, as he gazed upon 
the Lamb in the midst of the Throne, 
he realized that He, the glorious Son of 
God, is in the very center of the rule of 
the universe, where His nail-pierced 
hands are on the pulse of every event 
and movement in history. It must have 
been a thrilling experience to the lonely 
apostle in his banishment on the lonely 
rocky Isle of Patmos, as he recognized 
anew that his Lord, whom he had 
known as Jesus of Nazareth, had been 
hanging on the cross, and had met on 
a number of occasions after the Resur- 
rection, was now seated in the Glory 
and in a position of absolute authority 
and absolute knowledge. John‘ also rec- 
ognized that the time was coming when 
His absolute authority would be uni- 
versally recognized and acknowledged, 
and that was the goal to which he and 
all other true followers of the Lord since 
his day have been looking forward with 
holy and joyous anticipation. 

The Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Philippians, also speaks of the glory and 
exaltation of Jesus Christ as the out- 
working of His redemptive work upon 
the cross. Paul says, “Wherefore also 
God highly exalted him, and gave unto 
him the name which is above every 
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Primitive Methodist church in Ar; 

tillery Street, Colchester, England, 
has celebrated the centenary of an im- 
portant religious event, for on a snowy 
morning in January, 1850, a youth 
strayed in who would presumably have 
gone on to his own church if it had not 
been for the rough weather. There were 
not many more than a dozen people fore- 
gathered, and the preacher had been held 
up by the storm, so that the service was 
conducted by a layman. Fifteen-year-old 
Charles Spurgeon wrote what followed: 

“Seeking rest and finding none, I step- 
ped into the house of God and sat there, 
afraid to look up lest I should be utterly 
cast off and lest His fierce wrath should 
consume me. The minister read the 
text: ‘Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
and there is none else.’ I looked that 
moment; the grace of faith was vouch- 
safed to me in that selfsame moment, 
and now I can say with truth: 

E’er since by faith I saw the stream 

Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 

And shall be till I die. 

These words inscribed in marble can 
be seen near the place where that youth 
sat that memorable day, the day of the 
conversion of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
The Rev. A. F. Banfield, after twenty 
months of suffering during which he was 
unable to speak a werd, is now at Home 
with the Lord. He was an outstanding 
missionary, translator, and agent of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. From 
early life he was interested in mission 
work and, better to fit himself for it, 
attended classes at the Toronto Bible 
College. In 1901 he went to Africa un- 
der the auspices of the African Indus- 
trial Mission, which later became the 
Sudan Interior Mission. For fifteen 
years he served the Nupe tribe in Ni- 
geria, learned their language, built five 
mission stations, compiled a dictionary 
of fifteen thousand words, and translated 
the entire Bible into Nupe. During the 
fifteen years that he was general secre- 
tary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society for West Africa, he traveled 200.,- 
000 miles in West and Central Africa. 
He was, further, founder of the Niger 
Press. A useful, indefatigable servant 
of Christ. 

In 1895, Clara L. Maass graduated from 
the Lutheran Memorial Hospital as a 
nurse, and in 1901 gave her life, at the 
age of twenty-five, in the Army’s ex- 
periments to determine the cause of yel- 
lew fever. This happened in the Las 
Animas Hospital in Havana. Postal 


G Primitive Conversion.—A little 


authorities are considering the issuance 
of a commemorative postage stamp in 
Cuba and in the United States in 1951 
in Nurse Maass’s honor, the fiftieth an- 
niversary of her death. 


Conservative Baptists are organizing 
their own home-mission work. The 
Rev. Robert Jchnson and his wife are 
going to the interior of Alaska. He is a 
graduate of Eastern Baptist Seminary. 
Miss Margaret Thompson, graduate of 
Northern Baptist Seminary, has been 
commissioned to ser.e among the Navajo 
Indians in Northern Arizona; also Mr. 
and Mrs. Duggan. Mr. and Mrs. L. O. 
Engleman will serve among the Spanish- 
speaking people of Indiana and Michi- 
gan, where there are large concentr - 
tions of Mexicans. The Rev. L. L. Kal- 
inchak will enter unchurched areas of 
the Middle West to organize Sunday 
schools and local Baptist churches, They 
have built up a splendid work in Lan- 
sing, Ill. 

There are 30,000 Slavs in the three 
contiguous cities of Binghamton, Endi- 
cott, and Johnson City, New York. Bap- 
tists are initiating evangelistic work 
among them. 


The Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Vincentian (Roman Catholic) Fathers is 
raising money by teaching priests magic, 
otherwise card tricks, which they can 
exhibit to young people. The teacher is 
Father Paul Lloyd, chaplain to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Magicians. Over 
900 priests have taken the course. Now 
doctors are being circularized: “After 
the seventh lesson if you can say you 
have tried these tricks and have not had 
your five dollars of enjoyment, I will be 
happy to refund your money. What- 
ever money is realized will be applied 
to the work of the Vincentian Fathers in 
China.” 


Protestants Are Being Abused in Italy. 
—Thus a group of young Texans, evange- 
lists of the Church o! Christ, were re- 
cently stoned in the Alban hills, not far 
from Castel Gandolfo, the Pope’s sum- 
mer home, 

Did the outrage stir the Federal Coun- 
cil to protest? Not at all! It was left 
to the new Evangelical Biblical Institute 
in Naples, led by Dr. Fama, Mr, Calli- 
andro, and Mr. Jacques, to draw up a 
resolution refuting a recent statement of 
the Italian Ministry of the Interior to 
the effect that “Protestant activities in 
Italy often aid Communism.” This state- 
ment, said the resolution, was intended 
“to justify ill-treatment and discrimina- 
tory laws against Evangelical ministers, 
missionaries, and Protestant churches in 
Italy.” 


By ERNEST GORDON 


The resolution was adopted by mem. 
bers of various Protestant Italian 
churches. It called on “all Americans 
to compel the Italian Government to 
abide by, respect, and execute the re. 
ligious freedom clause of the Italian 
Peace Treaty.” Copies of the resolution 
were sent to the United States Embassy 
in Rome and the State Department ip 
Washington. 

The Federal Council should be prod. 
ded into action. For what else does jt 
“represent 28,000,000 Protestants”? 


Unitarianism is of interest only 45 
supplying a warning against Unitarian. 
izers in the Christian churches. It ex. 
hibits the fatal end to which these Uni- 
tarianizers are directing the churches 
In the Christian Register (Unitarian) the 
minister of the First Unitarian Church 
in Cleveland describes the present con- 
dition of his denomination: 

“It is in danger of -choking itself to 
death. We are running short of minis. 
ters. In no foreseeable future will 
things be any better. Almost every 
church which succeeds in finding a min- 
ister will take him from some other 
church, leaving that pulpit vacant, Here 
is the greatest problem.” 

Then he asks for explanations of the 
dacay of Unitarianism and receives such 
answers as these: 

“Our people are always buzzing how 
great our church was in Longfellow’s 
day.” 

“Why do we ape the orthodox? We're 
carrying crosses, observing Lent, mak- 
ing a shibboleth of the word ‘Christian’ 
We should be pioneers, a century ahead 
of every other religious movement.” 
[Note.—The Second Unitarian Church, 
Boston, offered “a candlelight ¢ommun- 
ion on Maundy Thursday,” 1948.] 

“Orthodox Unitarians are insisting that 
a man to be an adherent of pure re 
ligion [whatever that may mean] must 
submit himself to some sort of label 
such as theist or Christian.” What 
tyranny of creed! 

“Some Unitarian churches are closed 
corporations. They-do not permit a min- 
ister to join the church, and since he is 
not a member, he cannot attend meet- 
ings except to be ushered in to make @ 
report, then immediately ushered out. 
This is absurd, but the fact remains” 

Mr. Lupton himself gives his remedy. 
“We should experiment with new forms 
of worship which bring into their com- 
pass the writings of a Jesus, a Buddha, 
a Walt Whitman, a Rauschenbusch, a 
Angela Morgan.” 

Such is the confusion, the frustration, 
the dendlv irreligiousness of present-day 
Unitarianism. One understands how &® 
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Governor Bradford of Massachusetts 
could say to the Unitarian Christian Fel- 
lowsh'p that he “would take a walk” if 
this humanist trend continued. “I am 
not going to continue with the label 
Unitarian if that label does not mean 
Christianity.” 


“Religion and Beer Not Enemies” is 
the caption of the editorial in the 
Brewers’ Journal cf May. 194%. Crr- 
tainly beer-religion is the mark of cer- 
tain churches, and that is why one cares 
to have as little relationship with them 
as possible. In this case we are told 
of an Anglican rector, the Rev. Godfrey 
Thomas, who goes to pubs (English 
saloons)) “taking religion to the peo- 
ple.” He chats with men on cricket and 
international politics. “He never ex- 
herts the customers. . .. Promptly at 
five minutes to ten, the rector asks for 
another ‘arf pint, drinks politely to the 
health of all those present, and leaves. 
tt is reported that since he began drop- 
ping in the pubs, the attendance on Sun- 
day at his church has grown by 50 per 
cent.” 

The American Brewer tells us (Au- 
gust, 1949, p. 73) that “a new low-alcohol 
content becr is being readied for chil- 
dren. The beer will reportedly go on 
gale in Massachusetts. “The brewers are 
organizing a systematic raid on the 
homes, using nonreturnable Fottles to 
increase family consumption, “carry- 
home cartons,” and baskets of beer with 
crackers and cheese packaged in them. 
‘There is little doubt that today women 
as a group constitute the one segment of 
the beer market offering the reost fertile 
field for ready expansion.” 

“To influence those women who are 
now drinking beer only infrequently, as 
well as to win over at least a part of 
the present large body of nonconsumers, 
should not prove excessively difficult. 
The wider social acceptance of beer is 
of utmost importance.” .To this end, 
thev have secured a clever artist, Doug- 
las Crockwell, to paint a series of twenty 
pictures on “Home Life in America,” 
which glorify beer drinking. 

“Introduction of bottled beer was (in) 
a large part responsible for expanding 
the beer market from fifty-one million 
to eighty-seven million barrels in ten 
years.” This was largely home trade. 

It is reported that the Soviet people, 
with the other plants that they are re- 
moving from Germany, are now ship- 
Ping to Russia the breweries in the So- 
Viet zone of Germany. Would that 
America could be relieved of Schlitz, 
Pabst, and the other German-American 
breweries than afflict our land! 


Our seminaries have been stolen, a 
Majority of them, but God has given us 
others true to the Word. Of the North- 
em Baptist Seminary, Chicago, one 
reads: 


"From the ranks of poverty has de- 
Veloped a seminary which now has a 
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campus with nine buildings in the very 
heart of Chicago. There is no indebt- 
edness. Over and above its income from 
all sources, every graduate is the product 
of a group of Christian friends who are 
led of the Lord to furnish the $1,000 of 
contributed money needed to meet the 
total of their graduation. Friendless, 
homeless (at the start), with a borrowed 
room in the Second Baptist Church of 
Chicago, with four consecrated Baptist 
pastors as faculty without salary, North- 
ern’s dedication to the Bible as God’s very 
Word to lost man, has brought to it the 
largest student bedy among Northern 
Baptist seminaries. As it has remained 
true to God’s Word, it has ever reached 
forward to highest academic attain- 
ments, carrying full accreditation by the 
Committee on Colleges and Universities.” 
The school is now thirty-five years old. 


In 1945 Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Thompson, 
graduates of the Moody Bible Institute, 
received as a gift, from the oldest Evan- 
gelical Church in Rio de Janeiro a site 
for a Bible institute. This was at Pedra 
de Guaratiba, forty miles from the capi- 
tal. Buildings there were none — only 
land covered with a tangle of tropical 
vegetation. 

The first vear, seventeen students were 
enrolled. Men were housed in a mili- 
tary tent. Another tent was used as a 
dining hall, and the women were cared 
for in rented quarters. The third year 
there were over sixty students and three 
buildings erected, adobe with thatched 
roofs. The cost of construction, some 
$25,000, has been raised by the Brazil- 
ian churches, 

Between 45 and 50 different localities 
are served by the students in their work 
and ministry of evangelism, including 
child evangelism. The institution is 
without debt and gradually acquiring 
the necessary plant. 


Child Evangelism Fellowship is now 
in its fifteenth year, and is operating in 
sixty-eight countries, as well as in every 
state in the Union. It has a full-time 
director on each continent. Its Radio 
Kids Club has an amazing number of 
radio outlets over the country. That in 
Hawaii, for example, has been broad- 
casting for severe] vears. and is believed 
to reach some 500,000 people on all the 
islands of the group. The majority of 
these are Buddhist, Shinto, and Catholic 
families. Child conversions are ¢on- 
stantly reported, and it is wonderful how 
steadfast these children are in spite of 
adverse family conditions. One little 
girl, brought to Christ, insists that the 
entire family —and they are Buddhists 
— stop work and listen in when the 
Kids’ Bible program is on. Another fif- 
teen-vear-old boy is invariably beaten 
by his drurken Buddhist uncle with 
whom he lives. efter each attendance on 
Sunday school. The “forty stripes save 
one” are cheerfully borne. 

The secretary of ‘the Fellowship in 
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Mexico is Miss Carmén Cortez (another 
sort of conqueror of Mexico!), who has 
been an experienced teacher in public 
schools and translator for a Christian 
publishing house. Although suffering 
from an enlargement of the heart, she 
threw herself into the work, and soon 
had a class of 165 children, also teach- 
ing a teachers’ training class while 
working in a secular position as secre- 
tary. Now she is giving her full time 
as teacher, translator of child evange- 
lism literature, and personal worker. 

Dr. Dale of the Mexican Indian Mis- 
sion reports 85 child evangelization 
classes, with an attendance of 1,500 chil- 
dren. 


In the old graveyards of the Wal- 
densian churches, every gravestone was 
provided with a different New Testa- 
ment text. One can imagine what a 
garden of hope such a cemetery, with 
five hundred Christians asleep in Jesus, 
would be. 

In reading the inscriptions on scores 
of graves in the churchyard of the Uni- 
tarian Church at Brewster, Cape Cod, I 
have not been able to find a single 
allusion to, or quotation from, Scripture 
save an altered one from the Ninety-first 
Psalm. That recalls the fact that when 
Dr. H. E. Fosdick went to Unitarian 
Harvard to give his lecture on. immor- 
tality, he quoted not one text of Scrip- 
ture for his belief in immortality! 

When I went into the church and read 
the literature in the lobby, I was struck 
with how much there is in common be- 
tween Unitarianism and theology of the 
Fosdick type. For example: 

“No point of doctrine is so universal 
to all the religions practiced in the 
United States” as the brotherhood of 
man, “From pulpits in chapels, cathe- 
drals, temples, synagogues, tabernacles, 
and churches, the ‘brotherhood of man’ 
is thundered constantly. It used to be 
one of the major items in the old James 
Freeman Clarke five points of Unitari- 
anism. We Unitarians claim no unique- 
ness in this affirmation. We rejoice in 
being part of so great a company.” 

And again: “Unitarians believe Jesus 
to have been a normal man, naturally 
born.” They thus repudiate the Virgin 
Birth, as do the corresponding groups 
in Baptist seminaries and organizations. 

And again: “Unitarians have no offi- 
cial creed, and ask none of any mem- 
ber of minister.” Unitarianized Baptists 
emphasize incessantly the fact that they 
are creedless and can believe whatever 
they wish to within the bounds of the 
denominational fold. 

And again: “Most Unitarians recog- 
nize a mysterious energy or force in 
the universe. Some describe it in terms 
of personality and some attempt no defi- 
nition for the all-embracing concept of 
man’s highest and noblest values, God.” 

Raptist theological professors, such as 
Aubrey ef Crozer, reduce the God of 
Scripture to a similar attenuated concept, 
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A one-time Baptist, now Unitarian ex- 
president of Antioch College, believes 
in “the goodness and strength in man 
and his ability to build the kingdom of 
heaven here on earth.” The president 
of the American Unitarian Association, 
Frederick M. Eliot, says much the same: 
“Whatever threatens to destroy the souls 
of men ... must yield to the power 
which lies within the mind and spirit 
of man. . . . That is the central affirma- 
tion of our faith. .. . The ideals of jus- 
tice and peace [are] to be achieved at 
last through human effort on this earth.” 

Far indeed from Paul’s “O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” But not 
so far from the optimistic humanism of 
(Baptist professor) Rauschenbusch’s 
“social gospel.” 


The minister at the Baptist church in 
Brewster sees to it that the Vacation 
Bible School is a joint affair of the Bap- 
tist and Unitarian churches. In the local 
newspaper, the Rev. Mr. De Vries of the 
Unitarian church publishes a call to 
church attendance “on one of Cape Cod’s 
Liberal Churches.” It tells us that “the 
church should reflect men’s deepest 
inner command. It should help them to 
climb to ever higher levels of respon- 
sible companionship with one another 
through ever more perfect communion 
with the Eternal. It seeks to cultivate 
human brotherhood illumined by truth, 
enlivened by creative love.” 

Such is the stultified message of pres- 
ent-day Unitarianism. Meaningless words 
instead of the Word! 


The Argentine League of Evangelical 
Women is made up of more than twelve 
hundred Christians from different de- 
nominations and groups working for 
the extension of the Gospel, especially 
among women and children. In an 
evangelistic campaign last September, 
fifty-five services were held in which 
many of these women spoke. 


Negro Baptists in Mississippi have a 
traveling theological seminary, the cen- 
tral office of which is in Jackson, and of 
which Dr. H. L. Lang is leader. It 
covers the whole state. Members of the 
faculty go from point to point in cars 
and busses, teaching Negro pastors in 
the evenings, since they often are em- 
ployed during the day in wage-work. 
Those who are found to be especially 
promising are encouraged to attend the 
regular seminary in Jackson, at times 
scholarships being provided. In seven 
years, 576 ministers have been reached 
in regular classes, and 5,343 persons been 
given short-term instruction in Bible 
institutes. 


The main argument which unionizers 
put forth is the desirability of ending 
unnecessary competitive church building 
in small towns. Dr. Aldredge, in “While 
Southern Baptists Sleep,” shows the in- 
sincerity of church machines in this re- 
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San Leandro, Calif., has a population 
of 50,000. For over a century Northern 
Baptists have never attempted to estab- 
lish a church there, although a census 
revealed some 428 Baptist families with- 
out a church home in the densely 
crowded town. Accordingly, a _ loyal 
Baptist minister undertook on his own 
responsibility to organize a_ church. 
When he bought a church lot he was vis- 
ited by a representative of the Northern 
Baptist machine and told to desist. As 
this made no impresssion, the machine 
agent returned with a representative of 
the Disciples who, together with him, 
attempted further pressure, but to no 
avail. 

Within a few weeks a Disciples church 
was established two blocks away and six 
months later a Northern Baptist church, 
four blocks away. The Baptist Home 
Mission Society, N. Y., placed $60,000 at 
the disposition of its opposition church: 
the Disciples Church Extension Board 
made a similar large gift to its church 
two blocks away. Talk of church com- 
ity and overchurched communities ! 


Varia.—Ex-Governor Bradford of Mas- 
sachusetts is a Unitarian. In a talk be- 
fore the Unitarian Christian Fellowship 
during the last May Meetings, he de- 
clared himself ready to pull out if the 
present humanism continued to dominate 
Unitarianism. “I am not going to con- 
tinue with the label Unitarian if that 
label does not mean Christianity.” 

The Salvation Army in the City of 
Mexico sheltered more than 40,000 home- 
less men in its dormitories last year. 

HCJB radio of Quito, Ecuador, is of- 
fering a _ three-year correspondence 
course on the Bible to Latin America. 

In a French exchange is the notice of 
a Youth for Christ rally in the Salle 
de Chopin, the speaker announced being 
“Dr. Bob Jones, Jr.. Président de la 
plus grande Université Chrétienne du 
Monde.” “But they held their peace: 
for by the way they had disputed among 
themselves, who should be the greatest” 
(Mark 9:34). 


It is tiresome to have to repeat con- 
tinually the sins of Spanish clericalism, 
yet Americans must not fail to keep 
them continually in mind. It may have 
an important influence on Government 
policy toward Spain. In the World Do- 
minion we are given unquestionable 
facts regarding the persecution. 

In 1939, Protestant day schools, with 
8,000 scholars, were closed, and have re- 
mained closed, with a single exception. 
Children forced into public schools are 
obliged to receive superstitious Catholic 
teaching. If they attend Protestant Sun- 
day schools they run the risk of ejection 
from the state day school. “In one town 
that I know well, those who were con- 
victed of attending a Protestant Sunday 
school were lined up before the other 
children, who sang: 

“‘Away, away, Protestant children! 
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We don’t want you, and will have noth. 
ing to do with you.’” 

Students of medicine, law, or engineer. 
ing all have to study the Roman Cath. 
olic religion at the same time, and it 
is almost impossible for a known Prot. 
estant to pass his examinations. Protes. 
tants are not allowed to teach in the 
public schools. It is forbidden to print, 
import, or circulate Scriptures without 
Roman Catholic notes. All evangelical 
magazines are forbidden; also all books 
and tracts without the clerical imprima- 
tur. One condition for marriage by a 
priest is renunciation of Protestant faith; 
without such ceremony Protestant chil. 
dren are considered illegitimate and are 
denied allowances, insurance, and at- 
tendance at school. “In many places it 
is impossible to bury our dead with de- 
cency.” It is-nearly impossible for a 
Protestant to obtain a post under state. 
controlled organizations. Qualified Prot- 
estant nurses have been dismissed from 
hospitals. Most private employers re- 
fuse to employ a Protestant. In 1947, 
Isidro Rocabert was sentenced to ten 
months imprisonment for refusing to 
worship the Host. Patricio Ponciano 
was mishandled and fined $200 for re- 
fusing to bow to the Host in procession, 
Custodio Apolo, returning from the 
United States to his native village, was 
expelled from his home town for speak- 
ing to neighbors of his religious beliefs, 
Yet the Spanish Consul in New York 
had guaranteed that he would not be 
disturbed ! 

Yet with all this, we are told that 
“persecution has strengthened _ the 
church. In spite of very heavy losses 
it has gained both in numbers and in- 
fluence.” Which indeed does not ab- 
solve Americans from protesting against 
these crimes of Spanish Catholic govern- 
ment. 


Among the tribes people of [ndo- 
China.—The Rev. Gordon Smith recounts 
his itinerating experiences, dedicating 
new bamboo chapels built wholly by 
Christians and witnessing changed lives 
and maturing of Christians “which can 
only be described as phenomenal.” 

“Of their own accord, they meet every 
night in many groups, throughout the 
district, for prayer, hymn singing, recit- 
ing Bible verses, and for Bible study. 
As we stop our car at a village deep 
in the jungle, singing of hymns pours 
from the little chapel. Christians swarm 
out to greet us, shaking dur hands with 
both of theirs. The cords of their necks 
stand out as they sing ‘O Happy Day 
That Fixed My Choice’ in Chol. 

“In the beautiful Lake Daklak, E. No 
and his helper are evangelizing by row- 
boat and bicycle, winning hundreds of 
Mnong and Mnong-Gar tribesmen 10 
God. A hundred miles to the north, the 
Krungs are turning to God, seven vil- 
lages having Christian groups. Raday 
Christians are working hard in the erec: 
tion of chapels at Buon Khit and Tung 
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Jesus Christ in the Midst 
(Continued from page 297) 


name; that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven 
and things on earth and things under 
the earth, and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father” (Phil, 2: 
9-11). In these words of Paul, we can 
see a threefold tense — “God also hath 
highly exalted him” is the past tense, 
and refers to what took place at His 
resurrection and ascension; “And [hath] 
given him a name which is above every 
name” refers to the present, for we can 
already see how the name of Jesus is 
indeed above every name, both in the 


honor and respect that it receives uni--* 


yersally, and the joy and comfort and 
peace of heart it brings wherever and 
whenever the One who bears it is re- 
ceived into the heart as Saviour and 
Lord; the final clause, that “at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, ... 
and every tongue should confess” is still 
to be fulfilled. That fulfillment is 
awaiting the glorious day when He 
whom John saw in the midst of the 
throne as the source and center of all 
authority will be publicly manifested as 
the Lord of the universe, and every eye 
shall see Him, and He shall be obeyed 
and acknowledged as King of kings and 
Lord of lords, 

Just as this glorious vision brought 
unspeakable comfort and assurance to 
the Apostle John, banished in Patmos, 
and just as the same conception brought 
wtold comfort to the Apostle Paul dur- 
ing his imprisonment in chains in Rome, 
so0 also it should be a continual source 
of encouragement and blessing to us, 
today, as we see a world in bewilder- 
ment and confusion, when the heads and 
leaders of the nations in so many cases 
are openly defying God and denying the 
authority and the rule of His Son, and 
when even in church circles on all sides 
we hear denials and doubtings concern- 
ing the deity of our Lord and the value 
of His atoning death upon the cross, 

Though the world at large, and though 
Many within the professing church seek 
to deny the authority and detract from 
the deity and the glory of the person 
of the Son of the eternal God, we who 
know Him as the Lamb that hath been 
slain, can rest in full assurance that, 
though invisible to mortal eye and un- 
tecognized by the vast majority of the 
fuman race, He is even now in the 
center of the authority and government 
ot the universe. As such His perfect 
Mowledge keeps Him in closest touch 

every event taking place in his- 
tory and every circumstance of the life 

f each one of His people. His abso- 
lute authority also is continuously ex- 
ertised in His overruling all that takes 
Dlace for the complete and final fulfill- 
Ment of His purposes of justice and of 
mercy, 
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We also should rejoice in the convic- 
tion that the time is coming, and coming 
soon, when what was granted to John 
the apostle to see in a vision shall be 
revealed before the inhabitants of the 
whole earth. Then, and not until then, 
shall the knowledge of the Lord cover 
tue earth as the waters cover the sea, 
and all shall bow before Him. 

Our Lord and Master, we rejoice to 
think of Thee even now as the center 
of all authority and power, and as be- 
ing in perfect knowledge of every detail 
and circumstance of our lives. Keep us 
mindful, we pray, of Thee and of Thy 
interest in all our affairs, that we may 
trust thee fully and live to Thy glory. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord we ask 
it. Amen.” 

MEMPHIS, 

Ww 


When Does Salvation Come? 
(Continued from second page) 


find in the Scriptures, and we must sim- 
ply abide by what the Word says. We 
read in 1 John 1:5, “He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life.” Again, in 
John 3:36, “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life: 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
“He that believeth on him is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God” (John 3:18). 


We cannot always be certain whether 
or not a man or woman is saved, for 
we cannot know the heart. Only God 
can see right down into a man’s heart 
and know perfectly what his condition 
is. Therefore it is dangerous for us to 
judge others in certain cases, though it 
is perfectly obvious that some people 
have been born again and are showing 
forth the fruit of the Spirit, while others, 
by their words and actions and life, show 
that they are not saved. But there are al- 
ways borderline cases about which we 
cannot be sure. All that we can say is 
that anyone who has truly been born 
again, by personal faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and conse- 
quently passed through the new birth, is 
saved. As the reader said, “Works do 
not save.” We must not go beyond the 
Scriptures, for we have no other light 
on eternal things. If at times we find 
them perplexing, or if we find difficult 
problems in life that we cannot explain, 
we must just humbly believe God and 
trust Him to do what is right. There 
is one verse that is a great help —and 
it is easy to remember because of the 
reference. It is Deuteronomy 29:29: 
“The secret things belong unto the Lord 
our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our chil- 
dren for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law.” 
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An Important Word to 
Our Subscribers 


Y THE grace of God, and 

through ‘the loyalty of sub- 
scribers and Club Secretaries, the 
widespread ministry of THe SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times has been maintained 
throughout ninety-one years. It 
has weathered the storms of war- 
time, religious controversies, and 
business depressions. 

Owing to constantly increasing 
costs, both religious and secular 
magazines have raised their sub- 
scription rates in recent years, 
sometimes more than fifty per 
cent. In sixteen years the TIMEs _ 
has raised its rates only once — 
eleven per cent on single subscrip- 
tions in 1947. As The Sunday 
School Times Company is an in- 
dependent, business corporation, 
not subsidized in any way, it must 
be operated on a sound basis. In 
order to keep the proper balance 
between income and expense, the 
Board of Directors has decided 
that a further increase in the sub- 
scription price is necessary. 

It is believed that the needed 
result will be accomplished by 
adding 50 cents a year to each sub- 
scription. This amounts to only 
about one cent a week for each 
subscriber, 

Beginning June 1 of this year, 
the new rates will be as follows, 
all stated in U.S.A. dollars: 
Single subscriptions: 

United States 

Canada aa... @ 

Foreign 3m = 


Clubs of five or more: 
United States $2.50 per year 
Canada 2.75 “ “ 
Foreign ae * 4 


Short-term subscriptions: 
18 weeks $1.00 


These new rates do not apply to: 

1. Unexpired subscriptions. 

2. Subscription renewals or new 
subscriptions received on or 
before June 1. 

These new rates do apply to: 

1. New subscriptions mailed on 
or after June 1. 

2. Subscriptions, renewable after 
June 1, for which the renewals 
are mailed on or after June 1. 


The Management wishes to ac- 
knowledge with thankfulness the 
faithfulness of the Times’ large 
family of readers and Club Secre- 
taries, and express its confidence 
in their continued helpfulness and 
co-operation in this present need. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 


$3.00 per year 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. APRIL 23. AMOS ATTACKS SOCIAL INJUSTICE (Temperance) 
Amos; printed text, 4:1, 2; 6:1-6; 8:4-7 
Golden Text.—Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate.—Amos 5:15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Amos 4:1 Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the 
mountain of Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush the 
needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us drink. 

2 The Lord Gop hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days 
shall come upon you, that he will take you away with hooks, 
and your posterity with fishhooks. 

Chap. 6:1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in 
the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, 
to whom the house of Israel came ! 

2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to 
Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be 
they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than 
your border? 

3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of 
violence to come near; 

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their 
couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of 


5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves 
instruments of musick, like David; 

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the 
chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of 
Joseph. 

Chap. 8:4 Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to 
make the poor of the land to fail, 

5 Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sel] 
corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the 
ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by 
deceit? 

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a 
pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat? 

7 The Lorp hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will 
never forget any of their works. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








the midst of the stall; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

MOS was called of God not only 
A to reveal great spiritual truths to 

Israel and Judah, but also to ex- 
pose the greed and rapacity of many 
who, while pretending to honor the Lord 
by punctilious attention to religious ob- 
servances, dealt heartlessly and ruth- 
lessly with those who were in poorer 
circumstances than themselves. They 
were guilty of the greatest social injus- 
tice. Living luxuriously themselves, 
they ground down the faces of the poor, 
taking advantage of every opportunity 
to enrich themselves at the expense of 
those who labored in their fields and 
other industries. These, who should have 
been the objects of kindly consideration 
on the part of their more fortunate fel- 
lows, were underpaid and even cheated 
deliberately in order to increase the 
profit of their covetous employers. These 
evil practices had probably been evident 
to Amos from his earliest days, when, as 
a poor boy, he must often have resented 
the unfair treatment of the lower classes 
by those to whom they had to look for 
employment and the merchants with 
whom they had to deal. 

Such conditions have ever cried to 
God for judgment. He has never been 
an indifferent spectator when the needy 
have been oppressed and the poor ex- 
ploited. He who of old commanded, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self,” has embodied the same admoni- 
tion in New Testament teaching, and the 
Lord Jesus Himself said, “As ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye also 
to them.” Where His authority is rec- 
ognized, there will ever be justice and 
fair treatment between all classes of 
society. While Scripture recognizes the 
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fact that some will always be in better 
circumstances than others, it impresses 
upon rich and poor alike the importance 
of integrity and consideration in all their 
dealings with each other. 


The Historical Setting 

Amos prophesied to both Judah and 
Israel, chiefly to the latter, during the 
reigns of Uzziah, king of Judah, and 
Jeroboam II, king of Israel. In spite of 
the many blessings Judah experienced 
under the reign of Uzziah, there was 
much corruption prevailing among the 
people. Israel also prospered under 
Jeroboam, but its moral and spiritual 
degeneration continued. 


Verse by Verse 

Amos 4:1.—“Ye kine of Bashan.” It 
is probably the great women of Israel 
who are addressed, for in the original 
this expression is a feminine form. Lux- 
urious, insolent, and self-pleasing, these 
haughty women oppressed the poor and 
crushed the needy, that they might min- 
ister to their own carnal desires. 

Verse 2.—“He will take you away with 
hooks, and your posterity with fish- 
hooks.” Because of their pride and 
haughty indifference to the sufferings of 
the poor, God declared that He would 
visit upon them their sins, taking them 
away in the midst of their folly, as the 
angler hooks the greedy fish that does 
not realize there is danger lurking in 
the bait so temptingly displayed. 

Chap. 6:1.—“Woe to them that are at 
ease in Zion”! Down in the southern 
kingdom, the danger threatening the 
northern one seemed far off, and they 
took comfort in the fact that Samaria 
would, as they supposed, withstand a 
siege long enough to give them plenty 
of opportunity to prepare if the enemies 
drew near. Hence they took their ease 
and were not concerned about obeying 


the voice of God, calling them to repent. 
ance, nor did they afflict their souls for 
the sorrows of their brethren. 

Verses 2 and 3.—“Ye that put far away 
the evil day.” Philistine cities, once 
splendid and magnificent, had been de 
stroyed. Calneh, Hamath, and Gath 
were but solemn reminders of past glory 
and were now in ruins. What better 
was Israel] than these kingdoms? They 
put far off the evil day, while violence 
and corruption abounded within their 
borders. 

Verse 4.—“Lie upon beds of ivory .,. 
eat the lambs . . . and the calves.” Liy- 
ing in luxury, they reclined upon ivory 
couches as they gorged themselves with 
the choicest foods, while remaining 
utterly indifferent to the sufferings of the 
hungry poor. 

Verse 5.—“Invent to themselves in- 
struments of musick, like David”; but, 
unlike David's, the music was not in 
honor of the Lord and in praise of His 
holiness, but was simply a sensuous at- 
companiment to their gluttonous feasts. 

Verse 6—“They are not grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph.” Drinking to 
inebriety, delighting in the fragrance of 
exotic and costly perfumes, they cared 
nothing for the dangers and afflictions 
to which their brethren in the north 
were exposed. The word “afflictions” 
would be better rendered “breach.” It 
was nothing to them that the ten tribes 
were exposed to their enemies, as long 
as they themselves enjoyed peace and 
prosperity. 

Chap. 8:4.—“Ye that swallow up the 
needy.” Nothing is more offensive t 
God than that selfish, grasping spirit 
that would take advantage of the dit 
tressful condition of needy people. This 
was referred to by our Lord Himself, 
who so sternly rebuked the money- 
lenders of His day, who, as Pharisees, 
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Lesson for April 23 


pretended to extreme religious zeal, 
while enriching themselves at the ex- 
pense of helpless widows by foreclosing 
on their houses because they were un- 
able to meet their exorbitant demands 

(Matt. 23:14). 

Verse 5.—“When will the new moon be 
gone, that we may sell .. . and the sab- 
path?” This same covetous spirit made 
the appointed feasts and the sabbaths 
a burden. Outwardly they observed 
them, but they longed for the close of 
the day to come, that they might buy 
and sell and get gain. Moreover, they 
deliberately gave short weight, thus 
cheating those to whom they sold, while 
they made the “shekel great” by increas- 
ing the price of their commodities and 
falsifying the scale by which produce 
was weighed. 

Verse 6.—“Buy the poor for silver, and 
the needy for a pair of shoes.” Thus 
they enslaved the poor, who were un- 
able to raise sufficient funds to purchase 
the ordinary necessities of life, whether 
inthe way of food or of clothing. These 
needy unfortunates had to sell them- 
gives into. bondage in order to obtain 
a mere living. While their well-fed 
masters reveled in every luxury, the 
poor were reduced to living upon what- 
wer they might be able to obtain, even 
“he refuse of the wheat,” which was 
odinarily fed to the cattle rather than 
wed for human consumption. 

Verse 7.—“I will never forget any of 
their works.” All were under God’s 
holy eye. All were noted in His book. 
All should be faced at His judgment bar. 
These are solemn words indeed and 
should be weighed thoughtfully by 
eweryone who is persisting in a life of 
selfish indulgence and willful rebellion 
aainst the infinitely holy God. So long 
asthere is no repentance, He will never 
wetlook or forget their sins. Of all who 
um to Him, however, acknowledging 
their guilt and trusting His grace, He 
sys, “Their sins and iniquities will I 
tmember no more” (Heb. 10:17). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a great mistake to suppose that 
God finds pleasure in religious rites and 
odinances, when those who thus profess 
draw near to Him are guilty of un- 
ighteousness in their attitude toward 
their fellow men, and are simply using 
the forms of piety to cover up their 
lpecritical behavior. He demands 
uth in the inward parts. His Word 
eyed would solve all the problems 
fm which society is suffering today. 
When that Word is ignored, or flagrantly 
= one side, disaster must inevitably 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Mountain of Samaria, This re- 

fets to the city of Samaria, which had 

tet the capital of the northern king- 

tom gince the days of Ahab. It was 
on a high hill, the sides of which 

ie beautifully terraced. In its pres- 
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Last Week's Lesson 
3. April 16.—Amos the Prophet and 
His Program. 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. April 30.—Amos Teaches About 
Worship Amos 


Amos 








ent ruined condition, it tells the story 
of departed glory and grandeur. In the 
days when Amos prophesied, it was sup- 
posed to be practically impregnable to 
an invading army; so the indolent citi- 
zenry of Judah took it for granted that 
the Syrian army would never be able 
to reach Jerusalem while Samaria re- 
mained unconquered. However, their 
confidence was misplaced, for within a 
few years Syria had not only ravished 
Samaria, but its armies were at the very 
gates of Jerusalem, 


Lesson Outline 


1. Selfish and thoughtless women re- 
buked (Amos 4:1, 2) 

2. Self-confidence and heartless luxury 
exposed (Amos 6:1, 2) 

3. Procrastination and pleasure-seeking 
denounced (vs, 3-6) 

4. Religion used as a cloak for oppres- 
sion of the poor (chap. 8: 4-7) 


Summaries and Applications 

The prophet expressed God’s indig- 
nation with those who, while profess- 
ing His name, were comfortably indif- 
ferent to the evils which were plaguing 
the nation and threatening the destruc- 
tion of its people. 

Those at ease in Zion of old may well 
remind us of many today who, while 
professing to be Christians and disciples 
of our blessed Lord, are utterly indif- 
ferent to the responsibilities resting upon 
them. He has commanded His followers 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HO are the “kine of’ Bashan” refer- 
red to in Amos 4:1? 

2. What is the inevitable concomitant 
of too much luxury? 

3. By what three oaths does God swear 
in the Book of Amos? 

4. What oath of God gives us “strong 
encouragement”? 

5. What event is predicted in Amos 
4:2? 

6. Why are 
in Amos 6:1? 

7. Why are the heathen cities intro- 
duced here? 

8. Does the prophet mean that David 
belonged to the luxurious company of 
those at ease in Zion? (6:5.) 

9. What sort of citizens do the luxuri- 
ous usually make? 

10. What three sins mark an apostate 
people? 


Zion and Samaria joined 


(Answers on page 308) 
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to live in active compliance with His 
holy will, seeking the good of all men 
and thus commending Him to them. 
These careless professors bring dis- 
credit upon that holy name by their 
selfish indifference to those who need 
their help. : 
God had forewarned of certain judg- 
ment if His Law was despised, but those 
who gloried in being of His Chosen Peo- 
ple ignored His solemn denunciation of 
their wickedness, and behaved as though 
the threatened punishment would never 
come in their time, thus actually invit- 
ing “the seat of violence to come near.” 
David recognized music as a gift from 
God, to be used for His glory. These 
sensual, careless, and godless people 
used it as an adjunct to their riotous 
feasts and sinful carousals. Plato said, 
“When music changes, morals change,” 
and this has often been manifested. 


Winona LAKE, IND, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, unto whom all 
hearts are open and all desires known, 
cleanse our hearts, and make the words 
we speak and the thoughts we cherish 
acceptable in Thy sight, we pray. We 
thank Thee for Thy patience with us, 
for “all we like sheep have gone astray.” 
By turning to our own way we were lost, 
but Thou didst send us Thy Son to seek 
and to save the lost. As Thou, Father, 
dost care about us, help us to care about 
others. Make us concerned for people 
lost and far from Thee. Help us not to 
lead any astray, or to neglect those who 
are astray. Use this Sunday school and 
our church, and use Thy people in other 
places to bring the lost and straying 
back to Thee. Give us sympathy for 
the suffering, the poor, the sad, and the 
fallen, and help us to reach out a lov- 
ing, helping hand to them. Bless our 
studies here today, forgive our sins, and 
guide us through the new week into 
those good works that lie in Thy plan 
for each of us, and do all for the sake 
of Thy dear Son. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A Christian woman 
once said to a neighbor who sold liquor: 
“Don’t your customers ever get drunk?” 
“Sure they do,” was the reply, “when 
they drink too much.” “But don’t you 
care?” persisted the questioner. “No!” 


WHAT GOD 


was the answer, “Why should we? 
get our money !” 

That don’t-care spirit existed in the 
days of Amos. He saw rich people liv- 
ing luxuriously on what they exacted 
from the poor. He saw dishonest mer- 
chants cheating their customers. He 
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saw selfishness and indulgence, oppres- 
sion and injustice eating like a cancer 
into the life of the nation. And few 
people cared. All were too intent on 
their own pleasure and profit to be 
grieved over the ills of the times. So 
God gave Amos some stinging things 
to say to these careless, selfish people, 
to put some feeling and shame into 
them. 

The same thing is needed still, a re- 
buke of the spirit that cries: “Why 
should we care? We get our money!” 
It was that spirit that led the brewers 
to use the war years to get all the young 
men in uniform drinking that they 
could. That it would be the ruin of 
many of those fine men meant nothing 
to the people who made the liquor, the 


people who advertised it, and the people - 


who sold it. They got their money. 
Why should they care? 

They should have cared because God 
cares. He cares when the greed and 
selfishness of some are the undoing of 
others. He calls men to be their brothers’ 
keepers, not their ruin. Those who dis- 
regard that call will find their careless 
disregard come back upon their own 


ae 
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heads and be their own ruin some day. 
God cares about the other fellow. Ask 
Him to make you care, too. 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan” 
(Amos 4:1).—Whether this expression 
is taken to mean the effeminate nobles 
of Samaria, or the insatiable women of 
the capital of Samaria, the effect of their 
actions was the same on the poor and 
needy. Insolent, luxury-loving women 
can be just as inconsiderate and cruel 
toward the poor as power-seeking men. 

Prophets have not hesitated to warn 
women, as well as men, of the judg- 
ment of God on their sins. See Isaiah 
3: 16-26, as well as 32:9-13. Philosophers 
admit that when women fall, they fall 
harder and deeper than men. 

Unquestionably, a contributing factor 
to the moral degeneracy of our day is 
the Freudian psychology. According to 
Dr. Freud, self-restraint is dangerous. 


“Woe to them that are at EASE in Zion --- 
That lie upon beds of ivory.” camos 6:1-4.) 


Imt-4-So 
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One must not repress his base passions 
else he stands in danger of becoming 
seriously inflicted with a neurosis that 
borders on insanity. Humanity is taught 
to follow the inclination that affords the 
most pleasure, and to suppress cop. 
science and _ inhibitions. Dissipation 
and immorality in every form and de. 
gree-are perfectly legitimate according 
to the teaching. Dr. Freud even éinti- 
mates that adjustments can be made for 
most of the ills and abnormalities of 
mankind, if self-restraint is cast aside 
and the baser instincts given full rein. 

Such teaching runs contrary to ‘all 
God’s laws, and the Word says: “Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isa, 5:20). 


“Which say to their masters, Bring, 
and let us drink” (v. 1).—The masters 
of these haughty persons are urged to 
furnish the drink, which is a logical ae- 
companiment to their revelries. This 
being the Temperance Lesson, we do 
well to remind ourselves of the intem- 
perance of this generation, and fervently 
pray about it. 

Mr. Tate T. Hackney of Gainesville, 
Ga., says in the Union Signal: “Accord. 
ing to figures released by the U, S. De- 
partment of Commerce, June 10, 194, 
the people of the United States spent 
$9,640,000,000 on alcoholic beverages dur- 
ing the preceding year. Yes, I said nine 
billion, six hundred and forty million 
dollars, 

“We have become so accustomed to 
hear the words ‘billions of dollars’ used 
lightly in both the press and radio today, 
that a few simple illustrations may help 
to point up the magnitude of the word 
‘billion,’ and of the huge sum of 
$9,640,000,000 which was expended for 
liquor in the United States last year. 

“Let us imagine having this enormous 
sum of money in silver dollars. The 
dollar weighs one ounce, is one and a 
half inches in diameter and one-eighth 
of an-inch thick. An ordinary railroad 
box car holds thirty tons, or sixty thou- 
sand pounds. This means that in order 
to transport our huge pile of liquor 
money, it would require 10,041 box cars, 
or 201 locomotives each pulling 50 cars. 
The line would be 76 miles long and 
would require more than two and a half 
hours, traveling 30. miles an hour, to 
pass a given point. Now let us lay these 
silver dollars flat on the ground, edge 
“to edge. They would form a line 228,00 
miles long, encircling the earth nine 
times !” 

He goes on to say: “It has been little 
more than a billion minutes since the 
birth of Christ. The people of this s0- 
called Christian nation spent at the rate 
of nine dollars a minute since the birth 
of our Saviour—for this accursed poi- 
son—in a single year!” 

With this astronomical amount of 
money we could have built one million 
houses at $9,640 each; or 192,800 
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town schoolhouses at $50,000 each; or 
96,400 churches at $100,000 each; or 48,200 
small hospitals at $200,000 each; or 385,- 
600,000 suits of clothes or dresses at $25 
each. We could have placed 4,800,000 
missionaries in fields all over the world, 
and given them $2,000 each; or we could 
have placed a new copy of the Bible, 
God’s Holy Word, costing $4.50 each in 
the hands of every man, woman, and 
child on earth! 

“Woe unto them that are at ease in 
Zion” (Amos 6:1).—God desires His peo- 
ple to enjoy rest and peace (Isa. 26:3); 
but He does not want them to be self- 
indulgent. Stretching full length on 
beds inlaid with ivory, and on carved 
couches; feasting on the choicest and 
fattest of meats; chanting to the sound 
of the harp; drinking huge bowls of 
wine and anointing themselves with 
chief ointments; they cared not about 
the afflictions of Joseph — the ten tribes. 

When free reins are given to self-in- 
dulgence, judgment is not far distant. 
They tried to put off the evil day, but 
were reminded of the once magnificent 
cities of Calneh, Hamath, and Gath — 
now in ruins. History is replete with 
examples of the overthrow of cities and 
nations, corrupted by the soft, indulgent, 
licentious, and violent lives of their in- 
habitants. 

“That we may buy the poor for silver 
(Amos 8:6).—Before World War II, 
Japan was spending forty-six per cent 
of the national revenue for maintaining 
her army and navy. Japan’s farmers 
had to pay sixty per cent of their earn- 
ings in taxes. Unable to meet these de- 
mands in any other way, many Japanese 
country people sold their daughters to 
help pay taxes. Girls ranging from six- 
teen to twenty-three years of age could 
be bought at prices ranging from three 
to three hundred dollars. Then came 
the war, and that was stopped. 

We have not been bought with silver, 
but with the precious blood of Christ 
(1 Pet. 1:18-21). 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Amos was a son of the 

common people, but he had a way of 
Saying things with a punch: and he 
“pulled no punches.” Some of his words 
have come down through the twenty- 
seven centuries and have lodged them- 
Selves in our common speech .of today, 
as, for instance: “Can two walk to- 
gether, except they be agreed?” (Amos 
3:3); “As a firebrand plucked out of the 
burning” (4:11); “Woe to them that are 
at ease in Zion” (6:1 — in our lesson text 
today); and, “Prepare to meet thy God” 
(4:12). In many places on the nation’s 
highways I have come suddenly upon the 


sign: “PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD !” 
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It is always startling, and instinctively 
I lighten the pressure of my foot on the 
accelerator, though I make it a point to 
keep within the speed limit. That chal- 
lenge has doubtless caused many a 
speedstef to slow down, preventing ac- 
cidents; and I am confident that thou- 
sands of careless unbelievers have been 
startled by it into serious thinking. 
“Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel,” 
shouted Amos, the humble shepherd 
with a lion’s heart, and that wicked 
tyrant, King Jeroboam, got the full force 
of it. Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, 
warned Amos to get back to his own 
land of Judah and prophesy there, but 
the undaunted shepherd made his de- 
nunciations of Israel’s wickedness all the 
more searching and emphatic. 

“Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, 
and trust in the mountain of Samaria 
{that was Bethel] . that lie upon 
beds of ivory, and stretch themselves 
upon their couches, and eat the lambs 
out of the flock, .. . that chant to the 
sound of the viol, and invent to them- 
selves instruments of musick [as though 
they might play] like David; that drink 
wine in bowls, and anoint themselves 
with the chief ointments: . , . therefore 
now shall they go captive with the first 
that go captive.” And sure enough, Is- 
rael was first carried captive to Baby- 
lon, and afterward Judah. 

Fellows, the serious fact is that if 
Amos should come to America today, he 
would say very much the same thing 
to our nation. At least, he would have 
equal cause for it. For is not America 
as a nation very much “at ease in Zion”? 
One symptom alone would indicate that: 
it is the nation-wide violation of the 
Lord’s Day. Only a comparatively small 
portion of the population spends even one 
hour in a Sunday morning church serv- 
ice. As a nation we do “lie upon beds 
of ivory .. . and eat the lambs out of 
the flock.” We have the highest stand- 
ard of living in all the world, eat the 
best of food and wear the best of clothes, 
live in the most comfortable of houses, 
while the greater part of the world is 
either skimping or starving. We have 
invented to ourselves many strange in- 
struments of music, to which we dance 
and chant. Some of these instruments 
in the general run of so-called orches- 
tras we hear on the radio at all hours 
day and night sound more like the 
squawks and grunts and screeches from 
the barnyard than music; and the finales 
of some of these “orchestra” pieces 
sound like a chorus of agonized wails 
from the lower regions. I think if Amos 
should hear one of those renditions, 
amazing though his vocabulary for de- 
nunciation, he would be at a loss for 
words. And do we “drink wine in 
bowls”? Statistics show that the United 
States liquor bill for 1948 was over eight 
billion dollars! while the nation had to 
spend something like six billions to re- 
pair the damage done: by it. “And 
anoint themselves with the chief oint- 


(13) 305 


ments.” The record is that the United 
States spent in 1948 for cosmetics two 
billions, 

Fellows, we are a wonderful nation — 
a wonderful people—now considered 
the strongest state in the world; but it 
is not at all outside the possibilities that 
we are putting too much trust ‘in “the 
mountain of Samaria” (Fort Knox with 
its store of the world’s gold) and that, 
great as we are, we might “go captive 
with the first that go captive.” Babylon 
has a covetous eye upon us. Won't you 
make up your mind to do what you can 
with your life as a Christian to prevent 
that calamity? 


Fontana Dam, N. C, 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





AMOS ATTACKS SOCAL 
SINASUOSTICE 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


Wuen a Nation Goes Sort 


AST week we learned a little about 
the great Prophet Amos. Today we 
will find out more about his message. 

Phyllis has read the first chapter of 
Amos. It is about the punishments God 
was going to send on the nations sur- 
rounding Israel. What did you find out, 
Phyllis, about the reasons for which they 
were to be punished? (All the nations 
were to be punished for their transgres- 
sions, Each one had done at least four. 
Most of their sins seem to have been 
eruelty.) So Amos 1 teaches us that God 
will not let sin go unpunished. He may 
let it go on for some time but the pun- 
ishment is certain. 

Patricia has read chapter 2. Why was 
the little country of Judah to be pun- 
ished? (Because they had despised and 
disobeyed the Word of God, and told 
lies.) Why was Israel, the northern 
kingdom, to be punished? (Because they 
were unfair in their dealings, also they 
drank wine and told the Nazarites to 
drink wine, too. Then they had told 
God’s prophets not to prophesy.) They 
had silenced their prophets because they 
did not want to hear the Word of God. 

Israel and Judah had not done as mruch 
cruelty as the surrounding nations, but 
they were to be punished also. They 
had been given the Word of God, which 
the other nations had not, so more was 
expected of them. They were to be pun- 
ished for disobedience to the Word of 
God just as surely as the heathen nations 
would be punished for their horrible 
cruelties, 

Now all of you turn to Amos 4 and 
read the first verse. You girls wil be 
interested to know that these verses are 
addressed to the women of Samaria. 
Amos here refers to the ungody women 
as a herd of cows! They dressed very 
daintily with perfume, as we learn in 
chapter 6, and loved to eat delicacies. 
Why, then, does the prophet refer to 
them in such an uncomplimentary way? 
One day a neighbor’s cows broke into 
our garden. They made straight for the 
corn patch and did not know or care 
that they were trampling down all our 
flowers as they went along. The women 
o* Israel were responsible for much of 
the wickedness that. was being done in 
the country. They said to their masters, 
“Bring, and let us drink.” _They did not 
care how their husbands got the money 
they brought home, so long as they got 
what they wanted to satisfy their sinful 
appetites. Therefore, when their hus- 
bands obtained money by cheating the 
poor and needy, the women were just as 
much to blame as their husbands. 

Read verse 2 and see the punishment 
that was coming upon them. Halley’s 
Bible Handbook says, “The Assyrians did 
literally lead their captives with hooks 
through the lips.” The Assyrians took 
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Israel captive within fifty years of the 
prophecy of Amos. I want you girls to 
notice the responsibility women have as 
to how their husbands make money. If 
the wife spends money made in a wrong 
way, she is a partner in her husband’s 
guilt. If she has urged him to make 
money regardless of how he does it, her 
responsibility may be greater even than 
his. 

The rest of chapter 4 tells of different 
punishments the Lord had already sent 
upon Israel to bring the nation back to 
Himself. What words did you find five 
times over, Mabel? (“Yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me.”) It comes almost like 
a chorus, but what a sad chorus that is! 

Now turn to chapter 6 and read verses 
1 to 6 all together. Here God pro- 
nounces a “woe” upon people who are 
not accused of what the world calls “sin.” 
They were guilty of idleness, love of 
luxury, and indifference to the sorrows 
of others. But those things are sins 
in the sight of God. These things are 
the roots of more open sins, such as 
cheating and violence, that the guilty 
ones may keep on indulging themselves. 
Notice that drinking is mentioned here 
for at least the fourth time in the chap- 
ters we have considered this morning. 
Read the seventh verse. These soft, lazy 
people who are unconcerned about the 
troubles of others, and who probably do 
not think themselves bad at all, were to 
be taken captive with the first that were 
to go into captivity. This gives some 
idea of how contrary their attitude was 
to the mind of God. 

Our last Scripture this morning is 
Amos 8:4-7. Let us read it together. 
What are the two great commandments? 
(Matt, 22:37-40.) Here we find disobe- 
dience to both. Instead of loving God 
with all their hearts, the Israelites could 
hardly wait for the Sabbath to pass so 
that they could go on making money. 
Instead of loving their neighbors as 
themselves they were cheating them to 
make more money. 

No wonder the Book of Amos is 
largely concerned with God’s judgment. 
Sin must be punished, and it will be! 
You and I would have been punished 
for every sin we ever committed, if the 
Lord Jesus had not been “wounded for 
our transgressions . . . bruised for our 
iniquities.” 

As you look at God’s estimate of Is- 
rael in the time of Amos, can you see 
any similiarity between the sins of that 
day, and the sins now prevalent in our 
country? We, like Israel, have been 
blessed with the Word of God and with 
the knowledge of God, more than most 
countries of the world. So our respon- 
sibility is greater than that of the nations 
less privileged. Yet we see today on all 
sides the very sins that Amos denounced: 
selfishness, love of ease and luxury, 
drinking, indifference to others, and in- 
difference to God and His Word. What 
may our nation expect if we do not re- 
pent? 
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Let us pray that the recent revivals in 
Los Angeles and Boston may be the be- 
ginning of a great return to God in this 
country. 

Assignment for next time: Read 1 
Kings 12:26-33 and find out how the 
worship at Bethel started, 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
v4 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tabies.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

A Thrilling Change.—Hate the evil, 
and love the good, and establish judg- 
ment in the gate (Amos. 5:15, Golden 
Text). Asa girl, I lived with my family 
in a small seaside town on the east coast 
of Scotland. There we had a fisherman 
neighbor who used to gamble and drink 
all his earnings away. His four chil- 
dren were pinched and thin, and wore 
nothing but old “hand-me-downs.” His 
wife rarely left the house, for she had 
no outdoor clothes. ‘One Sunday he at- 
tended a Gospel meeting in the locality 
and came home converted. How he 
found his way to a Gospel meetinghouse 
I never did find out, but it changed his 
life. No longer was he found slinking 
around buildings to meet his gambler 
cronies. Now he could pass a policeman 
with a friendly nod instead of a furtive 
glance. He was never again seen in the 
local “pub.” For the first time in their 
lives his children had new shoes to wear, 
and they all blossomed out in brand new 
suits and dresses. No longer was his 
wife ashamed to meet the other women 
of the neighborhood. She, too, was out- 
fitted with a new suit, hat, shoes, gloves, 
and all the other etcs. Best of all, how 
we thrilled when we saw him emerge 
from his home on Sunday mornings, 
spic and span from head to toe, a happy 
look on his face, and a big Bible tucked 
under his arm, en route to the Sunday 
morning service !—A true life experience, 
Sent by Mary Bryson, Hollyburn, B. C., 
Can. 


A Terrible Handicap.—Hate the evil 
(Amos 5:15, Golden Text). A passenger 
on a steamer from Bombay to London 
asked the captain whether liquor could 
be procured at Zanzibar, where the ves- 
sel was to touch. The captain said, “You 
could get it. I know Zanzibar well, and 
here the Mohammedans form the greater 
part of the ruling community, and the 
Mohammedan law is against the taking 
of strong drink. The oniy way in which 
you can get drink in Zanzibar is by 
making a declaration that you are a 
Christian.” Is it any wonder that Chris- 
tian missions make slow headway in 
lands where the name of Christian is 
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associated with the trade in liquor and 
narcotics, and where the vices that cor- 
rupt the natives are practiced by visitors 
from so-called Christian countries?— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


He Knew the Result.—Bring, and let 
us drink (Amos 4:1). Judge Ben Lindsey 
was lunching one day, that was very hot, 
when a politician paused beside his table. 
“Judge,” said he, “I see you are drinking 
coffee. In this weather, you want to 
drink iced drinks, sharp, iced drinks. 
Did you ever try gin and ginger ale?” 
“No,” said the Judge, smiling, “but I 
have tried several fellows who have.” 
—From the War Cry. Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Present Inmates Released!—Ye ... 
which oppress the poor, which crush 
the needy ‘(Amos 4:1). Two saloon- 
keepers came into a train where Gypsy 
Smith, the evangelist, was sitting wait- 
ing for the train to start. The two 
saloon men monopolized all the conver- 
sation. Gypsy Smith was hidden behind 
his newspaper, but he heard them. By 
and by one of the men said, “Mr. Smith, 
we know you, and we want to say to 
you that unless you evangelists and min- 
isters stop your knocking at the liquor 
business, we liquor men will have to go 
to the poorhouse.” “All right,” said 
Gypsy Smith; “when you go in, all the 
rest of the inmates can come out.”— 
From the Union Signal. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


If You Can’t Stop——Woe to them... 
that drink wine in bowls (Amos 6:1, 6). 
At the top of a mountain in Hong Kong 
from where the highway descends with 
dangerous curves skirting steep hillsides, 
there looms this large sign at the road- 
side: 

It’s a long drop 

If you can’t stop. 

You-have been warned. 
A timely warning also to those begin- 
ning to form habits that may lead them 
to destruction.—Sent by Rose A. Huston, 
Hong Kong, China, 


A Pastor’s Courage.—That drink wine 
in bowls (Amos 6:6). A minister was 
asked to perform a wedding ceremony 
ina wealthy home. The members of 
the family seldom attended any church. 
After the ceremony the minister was 
asked to propose a toast at the reception. 
“What do you use?” asked the minister. 
“Oh, we can get ginger ale for you,” 
teplied the bride’s father, somewhat irri- 
fably. “But what will the others drink?” 
persisted the minister. “Oh!” came the 
impatient reply, “don’t think you'll start 
afyone here on a drinking career. They 
all take their drinks.” “I’m sorry,” said 
the minister, “but I have just asked 
God’s blessing on your daughter’s mar- 
tlage, and I cannot censcientiously pro- 
pose a toast with the use of liquor since 
itis the greatest enemy of the home I 
Kiow. If you'll get my hat and coat 
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I'll be excused.” It took courage and 
conviction to take that stand. But lis- 
ten to the sequel. A few weeks later 
the bride’s father sent a check for one 
hundred dollars to the church served by 
this earnest minister, and a year later 
he asked the same man to officiate at 
the marriage of a second daughter. He 
did so, and this time proposed a toast 
to the bride in ginger ale, and all the 
guests were provided with the same !|— 
From the Rev. J. E. Harris, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


Sold for a Roll of Tobacco.—That we 
may buy the poor (Amos 8:6). Many 
years ago a company of slaves were sold 
by auction in a Nigerian market place, 
and a poor little boy was placed on the 
auction block. He had such a miser- 
able appearance that the slave buyers 
laughed at the suggestion to bid for him, 
and he was bought for a roll of tobacco. 
He walked to the coast with a gang of 
slaves and was put in the hold of a 
ship bound for America. But the ship 
was captured by the British, who took 
the slaves to Freetown and set. them at 
liberty. The little boy was put in charge 
of the missionaries. Many years later 
in St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, in the 
presence of church dignitaries and 
statesmen and nobles there was conse- 
crated the first bishop of Nigeria. It 
was the little boy who was sold for a 
roll of tobacco, Bishop Samuel Crowther, 
who did a wonderful work for God in 
Nigeria, where his name is still revered 
as a true hero of the Lord Jesus.—From 
J. S. Hall, in the Sudan Witness. Sent 
by M, H. James, Toronto, Can, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Amos Stands for Justice 

(Amos 2:6; 5:7, 8, 12, 14, 15; 8:4, 5) 
ET the early comers be painting sky 
and ground background on the Amos 
poster, Others may letter in the captions 
in upper corners with black crayon, or 
cut the letters from black paper to paste 
on. Probably pupils will suggest other 
items such as distant trees, birds, stones. 
Plan the design so that it will not inter- 
fere with adding captions in lower cor- 

ners equal in size to the upper ones, 
Amos has left the green fields and his 
sheep today. Do you know why? He is 
in the city now. At the gate of the city 
sits the judge to hear complaints. Let’s 
listen in with Amos and the crowd 
around. Reuben with a big family of 
children is complaining that rich Na- 
thaniel is making him pay back three 
times as many bushels of wheat as he 
borrowed during the famine last year. 
It is against the law to charge so much. 
Besides, Reuben cannot spare that much 
out of this year’s crop and still have 
enough to feed his family this winter. 
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Nathaniel lets the judge know that if he 
makes the “right” decision, there will be 
some money coming his way. The judge 
announces, “I decide that Reuben shall 
pay all the required amount of wheat to 
Nathaniel.” One of the neighbors tells 
us: “I know Reuben never can pay all 
that wheat. He will have to become a 
slave to pay his debt. It does seem that 
we poor people cannot get fair treatment 
ever now.” 

In the market place beyond are piles 
of wheat on the ground. By each pile 
is a man who wants to sell it. People 
who want to buy crowd around, arguing 
about the price. Notice Amos looking 
at that measuring basket! “It has a 
false bottom so it doesn’t hold full meas- 
ure,” whispers someone. “And his scales 
don’t weigh the money fairly,” another 
whispers. “Oh, they all cheat. About 
all we poor folks can afford to. buy is 
the chaff that’s no good!” “No use to 
complain to the judge. Just a few coins 
will make him decide for the cheat.” 

Listen! Amos is speaking in loud 
tones. “Thus saith the Lord. Three 
sins, four sins! I will not let them go 
unpunished. You sell the righteous for 
silver and the poor for a pair of sandals. 
You do not give fair judgment. Remem- 
ber the One who makes the stars in the 
heavens, who turns darkness to light and 
daylight to storm, who sends floods and 


rain, the Lord is His name.” Does the 
judge tremble at that? Amos goes on: 
“I know your terrible sins. You cheat 


the honest, you take bribes, you do not 
protect the rights of the poor. Seek 
good, and not evil, that ye may live. 
Hate the evil, and love the good, and 
establish judgment in the gate.” Now 
Amos turns to the rich merchants, “Hear 
this, you greedy dealers who try to 
crowd out the poor. You can’t wait for 
the Lord’s day to be over so you can 
get your grain out to sell. You cheat 
—you make your baskets small, your 
prices high; your scales don’t weigh 
right. The Lord has sworn, ‘Surely I 
will never forget any of their works.’” 
Wouldn’t it make you tremble to have 
Amos look at you and speak such words 
from God! 

Say, boys and girls, what would Amos 
say to you from God’s heart, if he came 
around and watched you boys swapping 
things, or heard the girls telling lies 
about some other girl, or saw the way 
you treat the “little kids,” and cheat in 
your games? (Memory Verse, Amos 
5: 15a.) 

PUZZLE 
1. Priest who tried to scare Amos from 
preaching (Amos 7:12, 13) 
2. One country whose sin was to be pun- 


ished (2:1) 
3. Group of stars mentioned by Amos 
(5:8) 


4. Kind of fruit Amos picked (7:14) 


The first letters of these names spell the 
name of a farmer-preacher, 


Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


SE your figure of Amos for this les- 

son. As we read the story of Amos 
and his faithful prophesying, we find 
that he told the people plainly some of 
the siis God would punish. The first 
thing he condemned was that the Israel- 
ites had made slaves of some of the peo- 
ple. The Bible says they had sold “the 
righteous for silver, and the poor for a 
pair of shoes.” You don't know anything 
about slavery in this land of ours; but 
in many lands men and women and chil- 
dren ere sold like cows or sheep and 
are just property of another person, just 
as if they were animals. They have to 
work long and hard for no pay; they 
cannot do anything they wish, but must 
obey their master. It seems that in that 
day there were people who still obeyed 
God, and they had been sold for silver, 
while the poor were not worth so much 
and only sold for a pair of shoes. 

Then Amos told the people that God 
knew all about how they had promised 
offerings to Him, and had not kept their 
vows. They had even taken the offer- 
ings of others and taken them to the 
house of their idols. 

In Bethel and Gilgal, places which had 
been used for the worship of Jehovah 
God, they had worshiped idols, the 
heathen gods of the nations which were 
round about them, 

The people had turned away from 
God, and refused to obey Him. Oh, yes, 
they did have feast days when they sang 
praises to God and offered burnt offer- 
ings, but God would not accept them be- 
cause their hearts were far from Him. 
He said, “I hate, I despise your feast 
days. ... Though ye offer me burnt- 
offerings and your meat-offerings, I will 
not accept them.” 

If we went to Sunday school and 
church and sang the songs and read 
God’s Word, and then went out and stole 
and cursed and swore and denied that 
~ we believed in God, and had idols in 
our home that we worshiped, we would 
be acting just as they did. So you can 
understand why God was going to pun- 
ish them. Their lips sang praises to 
God, but their lives were lived for the 
Devil. God hates lip service, when the 
heart is not in it and is not right with 
Him, 

I know you are saying, “How awfully 
wicked those Israelites were!” They 
were, and God sent punishment for their 
wickedness, but I wonder if we can’t 
find some people just as wicked in this 
year A.D. 1950, 

I have heard our own country called a 
Christian country. How Christian is it? 
There ‘are millions of people who never 
go to church, who have never been in 
a church, There are millions of chil- 
dren who have never been in a Sun- 
day school. There are Sunday schools 
that teach children to worship Satan 
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instead of worshiping Christ. There are 
children’s groups that are taught that 
there is no God. 

Then there are thousands of people 
who belong to churches that do not be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is God the Son, 
they believe that He was only a man. 
There are millions more who go to 
church and say prayers and sing songs 
of praise, and then go out to live wicked 
lives — lying, cheating, stealing, and do- 
ing many other things that are unchris- 
tian. 

God was patient with Israel for many 
years, but then judgment came. God has 
been patient with America for many 
years, but some day He will punish this 
country for turning away from Him. 
There are millions in this country who 
worship money rather than God. Other 
millions would sell their souls for pleas- 
ure and a good time. So you can well 
wonder, How Christian is America to- 
day? 

Then we can come right down to our 
own lives. We claim to be Christians, 
we go to church and Sunday school, we 
pray, we sing praises to God, but how do 
we live our lives all week? Do we 
serve the Lord so well that people know 
we are Christians, or would we have 
to tell them? Are we such good wit- 
nesses for the Lord Jesus Christ that we 
speak by our lives as well as by our 
words? Someone has said that what we 
are speaks so loud that what we say 
cannot be heard. What kind of life do 
we live? This means every child in the 
Primary Department as well as the Adult 
Bible Class. Solomon said that even a 
child is known by his works. What 
about yours — and what about mine? 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 303) 

1. The luxurious Israelites are com- 
pared to the cattle which grazed on the 
luscious pastures of Bashan, east of Jor- 
dan. Perhaps the extravagance and de- 
bauchery of the women are referred to. 

2. Oppression. The indulgence of the 
rich results in the suffering of the poor 
(4:1). 

3. By His holiness (4:2); by Himself 
(6:8); by the excellency of Jacob (8:7). 

4. His oath to Abraham (Gen, 22:16, 
17; Heb. 6: 13-20). 

5. The Assyrian captivity of the north- 
ern Israelites. Assyrian monuments 
show captives being dragged with hooks 
in their mouths. See 2 Chronicles 33:11, 
margin. 

6. While the judgment on Israel, whose 
capital was Samaria, was hastening, the 


same evil forces were at work in Judah, 
demanding the same judgment, 
7. To stress the fact that God is no 


respecter of persons. Sin will be pun- 
ished, wherever it is found, 
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8. No. What David dedicated to the 
praise of God the sinners dedicated to 
their own pleasures. 

9. They are far from patriots — more 
concerned about their ease than about 
the good of the land (6:6). 

10. Oppression, irreligion, dishonesty 
(8:4, 5). 

WHEATON, ILL, 


w 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 
President, Woman's Christian T 

of the State of New York 
Teetotalers Healthier.—“We know as 3 
scientific fact that, as teetotalers, we are 
healthier, wealthier, and better in every 
way. Abstinence is, therefore, nothing 
more or less than common sense — in- 
telligent selfishness, if you like. Do let 
us get out of our minds and out of our 
propaganda that there is any self-sac- 
rifice about teetotalism. If people want 
to get the best out of themselves and 
others and be really intelligent citizens, 
they must be abstainers,” said Dr. Som- 
erville Hastings, M.P., in the Labour Ab- 
stainer, printed in England, 1949. Let 
the church glamourize temperance. Tell 

all that, “It’s Smarter Not To Drink.” 


Union 


Is the Young Man Safe?—Is John safe? 
These questions perplex every mother 
and father today, as they did David in 
the long ago, as he cried out, “Is the 
young man Absalom safe?” There are 
a thousand snares today to destroy Jane 
and John, for no one is safe as long 
as the liquor traffic holds sway in our 
nation. A business that has over 50,000, 
000 customers, and takes annually from 
the pocket of Americans over 8% billion 
dollars, is a large scale business. 

Most clubs, fraternities, and social or- 
ganizations are blighted by drink. Gov- 
ernment and business houses are seats 
of the drink habit. Homes are invaded 
by social drinking. In public convey- 
ances we see men and women who have 
tarried long at the bottle. Today’s papers 
tell of drunken brawls, drunken drivers, 
crime and accidents, all due to the 
plague of beer and liquor. Is the young 
man safe? Not under these conditions. 

And what is more, new recruits must 
be secured daily and they must come 
from our homes! Every channel known 
to man will be used to entice your boy 
and my girl to take the first glass. . The 
first glass is the most dangerous, and if 
one will not take the first glass of beer, 
he’ll never take the second. 

Is the young man safe with all the 
allurements of today’s social ‘pressure 
and alluring advertisements? The church, 
the Sunday school, the school, every in- 
dividual Christian, must by example and 
influence implant the principles of total 
abstinence in the minds of our young 
people. They must know the p 
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ed to made famous by Frances Willard, Asa part of the same saturnalia, we will WANTE « Christian cook, for four 
“Where there's drink, there’s danger.” cripple and kill untold thousands on the ® months or permanently, 
more As David called out for the safety of highways. for small Summer Conference Center in 
about his son, so we must hear the words that Decline of Liquor Advertising.—The the Berkshire Hills,Mass. Address: 


nesty 


came to him that day: “Arise, go forth, 
and speak” (2 Sam. 19:7). Christians 
must arise, some from their social drink- 
ing habits, must go forth where young 
people and others are, and speak to them 
of the dangers that await those who play 


January 27, 1950, issue of Printers’ Ink, 
in the column headed, “Inside Washing- 
ton,” by G. A. Nichols, says that the 
drys are seeing eventual victory in the 
anti-liquor advertising fight. It con- 
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total laining. While we are doing that, we 
Will ata more rapid rate spend nine bil- 
lion dollars to degrade, demoralize, pau- 
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acceptable now; and wherein there hag 
come about a discarding, to a great de. 
gree, of emphasis on the sound histori. 
cal and spiritual values of our fore- 
fathers.’” 


More of Those “Men of Distinction,” 
—Another untouched portrait not likely 
to be in demand for advertising pur- 
poses: The Dayton, Ohio, man who 
molested two girls on the strect, then 
knocked down and kicked a mother 
carrying her child in her arms. When 
arrested, he told police: “I was drunk 
and don’t remember what happened.” 


The American Temperance Society, 
meeting recently in Washington, called 
moderate drinking of alcohol “an educa. 
tion for a drunkard’s career.” It called 
for total abstinence, and resolved to “do 
all in our power to counteract the de- 
ceptive propaganda of the liquor inter: 
ests which represent the use of beer 
and ‘wine as ‘true temperance’ and 
preach ‘moderation’ as a goal for tem- 
perance workers.” 


us 


Ackland's Articles 
on Jehovah's Witnesses 


iti three articles by Donald F. Ack- 
land entitled “The False Teaching 

f ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Examined,” and 
published in THE Sunpay ScHoo. Tings 
in February, are now available in a 
twenty-two page leaflet. The subtitles 
are: “I. The Church of Christ At 
tacked,” “II. The Person of Christ De- 
graded,” and “III. The Gospel of Christ 
Travestied.” 

The booklet may be had at 10 cents a 
copy, 50 cents for six copies, 90 cents 
for twelve, $3.50 for fifty, and $6 for 
one hundred from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N, 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 

od 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





A New Daily Vacation Bible School 
Course: Teacher’s Manual ($1), a com- 
plete compendium and guidebook; Hand- 
books for teachers, and companion 
Workbooks for pupils, as follows: Be 
ginners—“God Our Father and His Lov- 
ing Care” (handbook, 60 cents), with a 
set of outline pictures for coloring, i- 
stead of workbook (8 cents); Primary! 
—“Children of Our Heavenly Father’ 
(handbook, 60 cents; workbook, # 
cents); Primary I]—“What Our Lon 
Jesus Wants of Us” (handbook, 69 coms 
workbook, 16 cents); Primary IlI1-—“We 
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Are the Lord’s Witnesses” (handbook, 
60 cents; workbook, 12 cents); Junior I 
—“Our Heavenly Father's Guidebook” 
(handbook, 60 cents; workbook, 16 
cents); Junior II—“We Use God’s Guide- 
pook” (handbook, 60 cents; workbook, 
16 cents); Junior III—“We Tell of God’s 
Guidebook” (handbook, 60 cents; work- 
pook, 12 cents). (Prepared by the Edi- 
torial Department of the American Sun- 
day-School Union, 1816 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia 3.) 

No longer is there a question as to the 
advisability of holding a Daily Vacation 
Bible School; the major problem now is, 
Where can we find material that will 
help us utilize to the utmost every minute 
of time that we have the children under 
our care? The American Sunday-School 
Union has fully and satisfactorily an- 
swered that problem with a wealth of 
sound, Scriptural material and sugges- 
tions in this new course of study. 
The single aim of the compilers has 
been that “boys and girls in the other- 
wise unreached areas of our coun- 
try will be brought to a saving knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus as Saviour and 
to an awareness and recognition of His 
being Master and Sovereign in their 
lives.” 

The course has been prepared for the 
use of teachers in small, simply equip- 
ped schools; and with a determination to 
keep costs at a minimum. There is, 
however, nothing in the course that 
could not be used to real advantage in 
any sized school. It is planned to cover 
a ten-day teaching period. 

Some of the problems dealt with in 
the Teacher’s Manual, which is entirely 
new, are: the choice of teachers and 
how to train them, how to get pupils, 
methods of advertising the school, and 
what sort of meeting place should the 
school have. 

Such helpful suggestions for the con- 
duet of the school as the following are 
given: salutes to the Christian flag, the 
Bible, and the American flag: grouping 
of pupils, including registration and the 
importance of accurate records; program 
sthedules, including one where a “one- 
teacher daily program” may be needed; 
hints for storytelling, handwork, mem- 
ory work, singing, and visual aids with 
complete sections of the Manual giving 
concise, workable helps on each of 
these. The fine collection of hymns and 
Gospel choruses — with the music — and 
forty-six pages of excellent missionary 
stories will be most valuable, 

The importance of prayer and personal 
work and Scripture memorizing among 
the pupils is emphasized and given its 
Proper place in the program, with at- 
tettion given to the last session of the 
school at which time consideration must 
te given to the children who have not 
yet accepted Christ. The “demonstration 
Program” for parents and friends, with 
it§ great possibilities for good, is dealt 
with, and a suggested program is given. 

The handbooks for teachers are re- 
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visions of the Simple Bible Course, 
which has stood the test of years of 
teaching, with considerable and detailed 
enrichment of Bible material added 
which the proper study of the Scrip- 
tures demands. The lesson content in 
all of the courses is Bible-centered, not 
child-centered, and the deliberate, forth- 
right emphasis is upon the Scriptures 
themselves. The lesson stories are given 
in language suitable to the age group 
for which they are intended. 

There is an abundance of helpful aids 
and suggestions for opening exercises, 
Bible-story period, handwork, memori- 
zation, review period, visual aids, mis- 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
CERTIFICATE No. 841 


“The Hilltop at Nazareth,” by 
Elsie Anna Wood reproduced in 
full color on front. Certificate, 
inside, reproduced from han«- 
lettered original in soft blue and 
black. Space for pupil's name; 
department; name, address and 
date of school; signatures of 
teacher and director. French- 
folded 474x6%% in. With match- 
ing envelope. 5 cents each 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
CERTIFICATE No. 663 


“The Synagogue School” by 
Tobin reproduced in full color 
on front, with interpretation on 
back cover. Certificate, inside, 
in soft blue and black. Ample 
room for pupil’s name; depart- 
ment; name, address, date of 
school; signatures of feacher and 
director. French-folded 47¢x634 
in. With matching envelope. 

5 cents each 








VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
POSTER No. 776 


Lithographed in four colors on heavy 
white paper; features ‘Lobin'’s “The 
Synagogue School.” Space at bottom 
for name of church, date and hours 
of school, and ages. Size 18x24 in, 

25 cents each 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
INVITATION CARD No. 769 


Lithographed in four colors; same 
illustration and message as on Poster 
No. 776. Space on back for date, place, 
hours of school, correspondence. 
Linen finish, Size 334x534 in. 


20 cents per dozen; $1.35 per 100 





VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
BUTTON No. 708 


Tobin's “The. Synagogue: School” 
lithographed in four colors on metal 
with high gloss varnish finish. Pin 
in back. Size 13/16 inch in diameter, 

30 cents per dozen; $2 per 100 


ROLL OF ATTENDANCE 
No. 732 


“Jesus and Children,” by Ralph 
Pallen Coleman reproduced in multi- 
color, with parchment scroll op- 
posite in orange and brown. Space 
for 48 names with 14 spaces op- 
posite each name. Size 15x31 inches. 


30 cents each J 
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BIGGER 


INCOME FOR YOU 


@ Pleasant, , spare-time selling (of, Gotts, 
chalk’s Metal Sponges can add dollars” + 
your weekly income. These time-tried 
household aids are tops for cleaning and 
scouring floors, woodwork, tiles, metal, 
porcelain and enamelware . . . do tough 
jobs in half the time, with little labor. 
Long - lasting, easy to clean. Can’t injure 
hands or scratch polished surfaces. Learn 
about our, easy,’ dignified, profitable co- 
operative fplan. Write today to Metal 
Sponge Sales Cor- 
poration, 3650 N. 
10th St., Philadel- 
phia 40. 








GOTTSCHALK’S 


METAL SPONGES 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the Times. 


yi OLD = 
3 FAVORITES 
500 SKETCHES sun 
SKELETONS : 
SERMONS 


INCLUDING MORE THAN 100 ON TYPES 
AND METAPHORS 
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@ COMMENTARY 


on the Holy Scriptures 
By GEORGE WILLIAMS 
ruly Christ-Centered from the first 
ED mere 0 the last. 1058 pages 
Order from Your Bookselier or 
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sionary training, singing, recess, and 
closing exercises. Space is allowed in 
the teachers’ handbooks for attendance 
records and other special information 
and data; and, in the pupils’ workbooks, 
for records of attendance, memory work, 
and other assigned tasks. 

The pupils’ workbooks afford excel- 
lent, attractive, and varied opportunity 
for the pupil not only to test his knowl- 
edge of the facts studied but also to 
express the spiritual and moral lessons 


. learned. 


course can be un- 
equivocally recommended to Sunday 
schools, weekday Bible schools, and 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools, 


This complete 


we 
v< 


The Bases of Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


“Whereby are given unto us exceed- 
ing great and precious promises” (2 
Pet. 1:4). 
“All the promises of God in him are 
yea, and in him Amen” (2 Cor, 1:20). 
These assurances of divine help are 
so many glorious tokens of God’s benev- 
olence. His Word of promise, especially 
under the New Covenant made between 
the Father and the Son (who is our 
Surety), is as sure as His character. 
And as faith relies on Christ for salva- 
tion, so it must rest in Him for its bless- 
ings. The promises are all confirmed in 
Him. They enable us to stand secure, 
though storms of-doubt and fear assail. 
They cannot fail. ; 

We pass on to the next support of 
prayer, which is more astonishing and 
more wonderful than the decree of God 
and His promises to the petitioner. This 
basis for prayer is more than a com- 
mand; it is a deed, which for all eter- 
nity will be the wonder of all wonders. 
I refer to the work of our great High 
Priest, the grand and eternal foundation 
of our salvation and all blessings. 


III. THE REDEEMING WoRK OF CHRIST 


That “we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph. 





ENJOYABLE VACATIONS 








The Christian Fellowship cruise each summer, under the 
auspices of The Sunday School Times, is unexcelled for 
efficient operation, leadership, and good fellowship. Enroll 
with the 1950 party leaving July 3, if you wish to travel to 
Alaska, and you will thoroughly enjoy that wonderful trip. 


However, if you have seen Alaska or wish another western trip, may we help 


you plan? Here are suggestions: 
Yellowstone, $196.28 


Canadian Rockies and Pacific N. W., $332.02 


Colorado and Yellowstone, $246.29 


California and Pacific N. W., $350.12 


Quotations cover complete all-expense trips from Chicago 
Please write for Free Travel Literature, Itineraries and Costs from Your Home City. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY 


Department 
703 Northern Pacific Bidg., St. Paul 1, Minn. 
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1:7), and access and assurance of all we 
can hope for in God, gives prayer its 
real meaning and insures all its bless. 
ings. How our salvation and its priy- 
ileges were made available in Christ 
is the very essence of the Gospel. There 
is no self-redemption. Neither is there 
salvation in any other. The difficulties 
in the way made salvation humanly im. 
possible. 
There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin: 
He only could unlock the gate 
Of Heaven, and let us in. 

That God sent His Son into the world, 
not to condemn the world but that the 
world through Him might be saved, will 
ever be the wonder of wonders. “Greater 
love hath no man than this” (John 15: 
13). “Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins” 
(1 John 4:10). “Hereby perceive we 
the love of God, because he laid down 
his life for us” (1 John 3:16). On the 
ground of the atonement accomplished 
by Christ (God manifest in flesh), we 
have the ground and means of our re- 
demption from sin, and our privileges 
and blessings as children of God. 

If we come to God in any other way 
than by the blood-shedding of Christ, 
if we glory in anything other than the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, our ap- 
proach and rejoicing will be in vain, 
We do well to be very humble as wé 
draw nigh to God. We must say: 

I, the chief of sinners am, 

But Jesus died for me. 
And we must take our 
God as suppliants on the ground of 
Christ’s atonement for our When 
we pray in His name, we really should 
understand that we are praying on the 
basis of His redeeming work, 


position before 


sins. 


We are on praying ground when we 
base our prayers on Christ crucified 
Having loved us so much, it will bea 
very small thing for Him to give us all 
the blessings He has attached to prayers 
and intercessions. And this thought of 
intercessions leads us to gaze upon the 
topmost stone of all, upon which pray- 
ing faith must rest. I refer to: 

IV. THe INTERCESSORY MINISTRY OF CHRIST 

Jesus, our Lord, has gone to Heaven. 
Our hopes are all fixed upon Him. Be- 
fore the throne our Surety stands, and 
our name is written in His hands. Vis- 
ualize Him there in the presence of God 
for us. He is our Mediator and Advo- 
cate, our great High Priest. Peer through 
Heaven’s parted curtains, and observe 
the heavenly side of prayer. See Christ 
at the right hand of Him who sits on 
the throne. Hear the strong angel pro- 
claiming with a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to open the book, and to loose 
the seals thereof?” Observe that no man 
in Heaven, or in earth, neither under 
the earth, is able to open. the book, 
neither to look thereon, and you may 
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well weep much, because no man is 
worthy to open or to read the book, 
neither to look thereon. But how com- 
forted you will be to hear one of the 
elders say: “Weep not: behold, the 
Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, 
and to loose the seven seals thereof. And 
I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the 
throne and of the four beasts, and in 
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 
as it had been slain, having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God sent forth into all the 
earth. And he came and took the book 
out of the right hand of him that sat 
upon the throne. And when he had 
taken the book, the four beasts and four 
and twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps, 
and golden vials full of odours, which 
are the prayers of saints” (Rev. 5:2-8). 
“And another angel came and stood at 
the altar, having a golden censer; and 
there was given unto him much incense, 
that he should offer it with the prayers 
of all saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne. And the smoke 
of the incense, which came with the 
prayers of the saints, ascended up be- 
fore God out of the angel’s hand. And 
the angel took the censer, and filled it 
with fire of the altar, and cast it into 
the earth: and there were voices, and 
thunderings, and lightnings, and an 
earthquake” (Rev. 8:3-5). 

The heavenly intercessory ministry of 
our great High Priest, Jesus, the Son 
of God, should always be in mind as 
you pour out your hearts before Him in 
prayer for yourselves and for others. 

What good would be our prayers if not 
presented to the Father in Heaven? 
Thank God we can rest all our weight 
on His ministry in the most holy place 
above. And we can rest and rejoice 
that He will not fail us. We know the 
truth of Charles Wesley’s lines: 

The Father hears Him pray, 
His dear anointed One; 
He cannot turn away, 
The presence of His Son. 

Beloved, hope in God. He who loved 
you, and gave His Son to die for you, 
bids you draw near to Him with full 
assurance of faith, having your heart 
sprinkled from an evil conscience and 
your body washed with pure water (the 
water of the Word). You have His de- 
cree opening the way; you have His 
promises enabling you to obtain the 
greater blessings of His goodness; you 
have the precious blood making you 
nigh; and the ministry of your great 
Intercessor who is for you,’ and not 
against you. Upon these solid supports 
let your soul rest as you come unto your 
Father in Heaven in prayer. 

Long as we live, and when we die, 

And while in Heaven with Him we 
reign; 


This song, our song of songs shall be, 
“Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain.” 


—James Montgomery. 
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Christ the Son given; Christ in Whom 
all the promises are confirmed; Christ 
who opened the way to Heaven; and who 
represents us there; He is all our hope, 
on our knees as sinners and as saints. 
He is the sum of all our necessities, 

(To be continued) 


ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 23 


I Will Use My Bible Regularly 
(Psa. 119:9-16; 2 Tim. 3:15) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST week, prayer was likened to 
breathing. Similarly, reading the 
Bible may be compared to eating. With- 
out the regular eating of good, whole- 
some food, the body becomes weak and 
wastes away. Just so, without the regu- 
lar reading of the Word, the spiritual 
life cannot develop, but becomes weak 
and ineffective. 
It has been well said that “the Word 
will keep you from sin, and sin will 
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A FREE BOOK 


“How to Teach ” book free with 
subscription to children’s Bible-centered story 
magazine $2 a year, IF accompanied with this 
clipping or number 31950. 


MY CHUM Magazine 
Box 8 - - - Highland, Ill. 





@. To help a boy or girl chart 
a happy and successful life; 


@, To help bring peace of mind 
toa dear one sorely troubled; 


@. To delight the soul of one 
who loves the Bible but has 
never owned an Oxford: 


America’s Gift Bible since 1675 


Your bookstore has many fine 
editions for your selection 


$1.65 to $250.00 








STUDY THE PENTATEUCH WITH 


WILLIAM R. NEWELL 







Author of 
“ROMANS, VERSE BY VERSE” 
“REVELATION” 
“HEBREWS” 


Fascinating new Correspondence 
Course brings noted teacher to 
your home or church 

“Studies in the Pentateuch” is a rich analytical 
unfolding of Genesis to Deuteronomy, in the 
inimitable style of one of America’s best beloved 
Bible expositors. W. R. Newell at his best! 
250-page, spiral-bound textbook, with 13 les- 
sons and 20 examinations. Fee is reduced for 
class enrollments! 


MOODY BIBLE 
Correspondence School 


820 N. LaSalle St. 





INSTITUTE 


Chicago 10, Ill. 




















PE EEeshp rae § 
STIEIACLazale — | enclose $7.00 for enrollment in W. R. Newell's 
STU DY “Studies in the Pentateuch.” 
NAME 
TODAY = 
city ZONE STATE 
Dept. 8 102 
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keep you from the Word.” For this 
reason, Satan will use every seemingly 
innocent and plausible device to keep 
the believer from regularly feeding upon 
the Scriptures. If you do not believe 
this, just set a definite time for reading 
the Scriptures each day and begin. You 
will find duties, studies, demands from 
others, interruptions, mishaps, weari- 
ness, and a score of other things that 
you scarcely were aware of before, all 
crowding in to prevent you from keep- 
ing your tryst with the Word. It will 
be clear to you that one does not find 
time for regular Bible reading, it must 


When Planning Your Vacation 


write for information about ELIM LODGE, a unique 
Christian holiday center situated on Pigeon La nt 
Ontario. You can enjoy daily Bible study, Christian 
pow ety good food, comfortable beds, fishing and 
M is privately owned, interdenominational, 
ailcadamentel Write 
213. Kent Street, Lindsay, Ontario 


FOLDING ITS 


-/N Steek or Wood 











FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


= WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
7 AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON 4CO. 














PULPIT COWNS 


ks and Cottas 
oo i a i Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


3. M. HALL, Inc. 16 Woe 


40th Street 
New York 18, N. Y. 
Chotr and 


p22 ROBES 


NYLON and many other fine materials, rea- 
C-53 (choir 











Write for 
J-53 (jr. robes); 





( 
P-53 (pulpit robes). 
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be made, and then fought for through 
prayer and Spirit-filled determination. 
we 

No one particular time will serve all 
Christians alike. You will find it neces- 
sary to choose a time that will insure 
the least likelihood of interruption and 
afford opportunity for unhurried read- 
ing. Many find that the first thing in 
the morning is best, when the mind is 
fresh and uncluttered, and when the 
individual has some control of the situa- 
tion by rising a little earlier if that is 
necessary. An added advantage of this 
time is that the Word prepares the heart 
for the day and verses will very likely 
be recalled and meditated upon as the 
day progresses. However, some may 
find it impossible to arrange time the 
first thing in the day and must choose 
some other time. The important thing is 
to have a regular time and stick to it. 
Certainly there is no softer pillow and 
no more comforting assurance of restful 
sleep than the Word read just before 
retiring. 

ye 

A number of plans have been devised 
to assist in the regular reading of the 
Scriptures. Some of these take one 
through the entire Bible in one year or 
in two years by reading selected portions 
in the Old and New Testaments each 
day. Among these are the following: 

American Bible Reading Calendar. (Million 
Testaments Campaigns, Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race 
St., Philadelphia 2; 12 for 25 cents, 5 dozen 
for $1.) 

Moody Bible 
Bible Institute, 
10; free of cost.) 

The American Bible Society, 450 Park 
Avenue, New York 22, publishes helpful 
material on Bible reading, much of 
which will be helpful for use in this 
meeting, including a bookmark of daily 
Bible readings that is free up to fifty 
copies; larger quantities, fifty for 25 
cents. Samples of their literature may 
be had on request, 


Reading Calendar. (Moody 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 








@ To arouse Christians 
@ To evangelize the Jews 


@ To invest for eternity 


country’s best known mission 











The Time Is Short! 


@ Torelieve the fatherless and widows 
@ To prepare for the coming of the Lord 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, president and founder of the 

International Board, has been for 28 years one of this 

onary evangelists and 

writers. He is available for Bible conferences and 

evangelistic meetings. Write for open dates, also for 
samples of literature for Christians and Jews. 


International Board of Jewish Missions, Inc. 
Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Honorary Treasurer — Rev. Wm. H. Murk, Minneapolis, Minn. 
P.O. Box 1256, Atlanta 1, 
“I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel.” 





Jacob Gartenhaus 


We covet your prayers and support, Address communications tot 
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But you will not want to close. this 
meeting without helping your fellow 
members see some of the reasons why 
reading and studying and memorizing 
the Scriptures is such a worth while 
exercise for Christians. Let us see what 
the Bible says of itself: . 


1. It reveals God’s Law (Exod, %: 
3, 4). 

2. It shows man’s lost condition (Gal 
3:22). 


3. It reveals Christ as Saviour (John 
5:39; Acts 10:43). 

4. It shows the way of salvation @ 
Tim. 3:15). 

5. It produces faith (John 20:31; Rom 
10:17). 

6. It illuminates life (Psa. 119:30), 

7. It admonishes and builds up (1 Cor 
10:11; 2 Tim, 3:16). 

8. It instructs (Rom, 5:4). 

9. It cleanses (Psa, 119:9). 

10. It promotes growth (1 Pet, 2:2), 

11. It gives knowledge (Psa. 19:11: 
119: 98-100; 1 Cor. 10:11). 

12. It satisfies (Job 23:12; Psa, 19:10 
119: 20, 47, 48; 1 Pet. 1:23). 

13. It gives joy (Psa, 19:8; 119:14 16 
24, 92; 1 John 1:4). 

14. It comforts (Psa. 119:50, 92, 93; 
Acts 15:30, 31; Rom, 15:4). 

15. It gives hope (Psa, 119:81, 14, 
Rom, 15:4). 

PHILADELPHIA, we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


April 17 to 23 


Mon.—Amos 6:1-6. 
Selfishness and Luxury. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye . . . put far 
away the evil day, and cause the seat 
of violence to come near.” The tokens 
of selfish, luxurious living mentioned by 
the Prophet Amos are all apparent to- 
day in ours, the richest country in the 
world. Home comforts, rich foods, sensu- 
ous entertainments, drinking, expensive 
toiletries, and indifference toward the 
state of religion are some of the features 
mentioned by the prophet. Apart from 
revival nothing can save our generation 
from the judgments of God (see v. 14). 
Pray for the conversion of millions while 
our Lord delays His coming, 


Tues.—Amos 8:4-10. 
Swallowing Up the Needy. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “O ye that swal- 
low up the needy, even to make the 
poor of the land to fail.” Get-rich- 
quick schemes, which prey upon the poor 
and ignorant people are innumerable. 
Many “quacks” and money filchers ad 
vertise goods that pad their purses but do 
not benefit their customers. Racketeer 
are everywhere. [Illicit dealers of vati 
ous kinds abound. This type of sinnéet 
will multiply toward the end of the age. 
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‘Their damnation slumbereth not” (2 
Pet. 2:3, 14, 15; see also 2 Tim. 3:13). 
Pray against every form of evil. Ask 
God to awaken His ministers to preach 
what will tend to promote conviction of 
sin and righteousness, 


Wed.—Exodus 22:22-27. 
Social Justice Demanded. 

Prayer Succestions: “My wrath shall 
wax hot.” God will deal with men on 
the basis of their works. If a man robs 
the widow and fatherless and vexes 
strangers and otherwise disregards God’s 
will in matters social, God will deal with 
him after his folly unless he repents. 
Cheaters will be cheated. All who wrong 
others will be given a taste of their own 
sin. The only way to escape God’s dis- 
pleasure is to turn from sin. Pray that 
Preachers may make a more careful 
pplication of the law of God to the law- 
less in your community. 
Thurs—Isaiah 5:8-12. 

Exploiters and Drinkers. 

Prayer Succestions: “They regard not 
the work of the Lord, neither consider 
the operation of his hands.” Workers 
of iniquity have no knowledge or they 
Would not ignore righteousness. They 
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have multiplied alarmingly in our days. 
Venders of liquor and dope and other 
dangerous commodities number into mil- 
lions. Woes hang over the heads of all 
guilty of these evils. Never, in our life- 
time, did the Church of God have such 
a challenge. Pray that Christians may 
be duly aroused to watch and fight and 
pray against the hosts of wickedness in 
heavenly places, and to do everything 
possible for the salvation of sinning men 
and women, 


Fri—Isaiah 28:1-8. Woe to Drunkards. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe .. . to the 
drunkards.” The drinker gets into trou- 
ble from the moment of his first drink. 
His sorrows increase, and shortly come 
to a terrible climax, “At the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder” (Prov. 23:32). His woes beyond 
the grave are eternal. We laugh at a 
drunkard for making a fool of himself, 
but it is no laughing matter when he 
ruins himself, his business, and his fam- 
ily, and loses his soul. Pray that the 
Church of God may awake to her re- 
sponsibility to rescue perishing millions 
of drinkers. 


Sat.—Isaiah 33:1-6. 
Treacherous Destroyers. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Woe to thee ... 
[that] dealest treacherously.” A treach- 
erous person deals treacherously. And 
God has pronounced woes upon every 
man who deals treacherously with the 
wife of his youth (Mal. 2:14), and the 
wife also who wickedly departs from 
her husband (Jer. 3:20). Friends who 
do thus commit a great evil. All who 
deal thus with others have reason to 
mourn and lament over their iniquity. 
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Pray that the missing note of doom in 
modern preaching may be Scripturally 
restored. 


Sun.—Nahum 1:9-14. 
“Counseling Wickedness.” 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “What do ye im- 
agine against the Lord?” Wicked coun- 
selors spread great iniquity. ‘These 
“champion sinners” need to be warned 
of the terrible doom awaiting them. It 
is an awful thing to have one’s name 
blotted out of God’s book (Rev. 3:5). 
The day of judgment will seal the des- 
tiny of the wicked. Evildoers shall 
never be renowned. The name of the 
wicked shall rot. Pray for more efforts 
by the churches to warn the wicked from 
their evil way. 
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letters and 


VISUAL AIDS 


NEW FLANNELGRAPH HELPS 


SEASONAL STORIES: New Year’ —— Ly | 's Birthday, 
Palm Sunday, etc., 10 Stories portraying 
ful artwork on ‘fiannelblot’ J — og -— 1 oy 


VISUAL OBJECT LESSONS. 


Service, e 
pictures on *fannelblot’ stock i in och inct GURUS ok cccsés cnn ch 


TABERNACLE IN WILDERNESS: Five lessons, 16 pages of Exposition 
— 16 pages of figures in full color on * ~ J 
SOME cat 6 Gohw See ae od 


Order DIETZ Visual Aids from your dealer, or direct 
Complete catalog of Suaday School Supplies free on request 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, IN 


‘ 


ral truths. 48 pp. beauti- 
$3.00 


b cot om quphortsing g@ special subject: 
es poster project. ienme 





10 S&S. WABASH, Dept. 16 
CHICAGO 38, ILLINOIS 











A degree at HOUGHTON pos- 
sesses sterling value. Chartered by 
the Board of Regents of the Uni- 
versity of the State of New York, 
and holds membership in its re- 
gional accrediting group, the Mid- 
dle States Association of Colleges. 
Alse approved by the American 
Medical Association. The Division 
of Music holds membership in the 
National Asseciation of Schools 
of Music. - 





HOUGE: 
steady growth dem- 
onstrates the safety 
of its attractive an- 
nuity contract, in- 
suring a promptly 
paid fixed income 
for life. Better in- 
vestigate. 


For complete detalis please address office of the President, Dept. T 










TO aostld 


HERE will never come a time when strong 
T minds, in strong bodies, backed by spirits strong 

in the Lord, will not produce men of character, 
of vision, and so of commanding personality. 
Leaders in business and in national affairs continue 
to look to the small college of liberal arts for future 
leadership. 


Amid lovely surroundings, at moderate expense, 
HOUGHTON offers the balanced development 
which produces well-rounded men, able to think 
for themselves and others. Here are maintained the 
highest cultural standards with emphasis upon 
Christian character. 
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